
K.8    Advent and Christmas
This unit focuses on the seasons of Advent and Christmas. The concepts of waiting and joyful anticipation are explored through use of the Advent Wreath and the story of John the Baptist. Advent is introduced as a time of preparation that points us towards Jesus. The Christmas story is told through the stories of the Annunciation, the birth of Jesus, and the visit of the shepherds. In engaging with aspects of the story, students are presented with the Good News that Jesus is the promised Saviour, the gift of God.
Outcomes

Students will be able to:

ES1.3
communicate basic knowledge about Jesus
ES1.6
name Mary as the Mother of Jesus

ES1.7
demonstrate growing familiarity with key signs, symbols, and rituals of the Catholic Tradition

	Scripture
	Doctrine

	Students are introduced to doctrine through Scripture and the living Tradition of the Church.

	Luke 3:2-3,15-18 
John the Baptist
Luke 2:1-20 

The Story of Jesus’ Birth

	· During Advent we prepare for Christmas
· The Church has liturgical signs and seasons 

· At Christmas we celebrate the birth of Jesus

· Jesus is the Son of God

· Jesus is God’s gift to the world



Spiritual Reflection for Teachers

It was Rebecca’s turn to host the ten-year class reunion in her home. Having not seen her class mates for ten years, she was looking forward to the opportunity of reconnecting and hearing their stories. In anticipation, Rebecca began to prepare for the big day.

She thoroughly cleaned the house and spent a week shopping for the perfect outfit. She increased her visits to the gym and had her hair coloured and cut. After a facial and a manicure she was ready to prepare the food using the recipes from the recently purchased Donna Hay and Jamie Oliver cookbooks. By the time the day arrived everything was ready and Rebecca looked great. She was thrilled to welcome her friends into her home and share with them many memories. 

Rebecca was aware, however, that some of the joy of the day was missing and that she was not totally present to her friends. So many of the things that she thought were important in the preparation were actually distractions. Rebecca felt that had she slowed down a little and given herself time to reflect on what was really important, she would have spent less time on the externals and allowed herself to anticipate and then enjoy the gift of her friends. 

· Can you recall a time when you were anticipating a great event? How did you prepare? How did you wait?

· What are some of the distractions that have made your preparations more anxious than joyful?

· How might you build into the season of Advent some time to stop, listen and to reflect on the great event that is coming and its effect on your life? 

Catechism of the Catholic Church

Excerpts from the Catechism of the Catholic Church are included below as information for teachers. They present the Church’s teachings contained in the unit.
524
When the Church celebrates the liturgy of Advent each year, she makes present this ancient expectancy of the Messiah, for by sharing in the long preparation for the Saviour’s first coming, the faithful renew their ardent desire for his second coming…
523
St John the Baptist is the Lord’s immediate precursor or forerunner, sent to prepare his way.  “Prophet of the Most High”, John surpasses all the prophets, of whom he is the last.  He inaugurates the Gospel, already from his mother’s womb welcomes the coming of Christ, and rejoices in being “the friend of the bridegroom”, whom he points out as “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.” Going before Jesus “in the spirit and power of Elijah”, John bears witness to Christ in his preaching, by his Baptism of conversion, and through his martyrdom.

525
Jesus was born in a humble stable, into a poor family.  Simple shepherds were the first witnesses to this event. In this poverty heaven’s glory was made manifest. The Church never tires of singing the glory of this night…
437
To the shepherds, the angel announced the birth of Jesus as the Messiah promised to Israel: “To you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord” (Lk 2:11). From the beginning he was “the one whom the Father consecrated and sent into the world”, conceived as “holy” in Mary’s virginal womb. God called Joseph to “take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit,” (Mt 1:20), so that Jesus, “who is called Christ”, should be born of Joseph’s spouse into the messianic lineage of David.
Scripture: Background Information

Luke 3:2-3, 15-18
John the Baptist
John the Baptist is a typical Advent figure as he too waits for the Messiah.  The title ‘messiah’ comes from the Hebrew word moshiach and simply means - the anointed one of God.  The Greek word for ‘messiah’ is Christ, meaning anointed one of God. Annas and Caiaphas, who are mentioned in verse 2, were high priests – Annas from 6-15 AD and Caiaphas from 18-37 AD - the latter during Jesus’ adult life and ministry. The people too were waiting and expecting something to happen as we are told in verse 15 – “A feeling of expectancy had grown among the people”. John knew he was not the Messiah but does not mention who is. So the writer of the Gospel sets a scene of waiting and hoping. John baptises in the Jordan somewhere around Jericho.   Some scholars suggest that this may be a traditional site of covenant renewal before going into the Promised Land and thus a significant and traditional holy site. John baptises with water but the Messiah who is to come will baptise with the Holy Spirit.  Jesus is the Christ or messiah that people were waiting and hoping for. The involvement of the Holy Spirit is a characteristic theme in Luke’s Gospel.  
Luke 2:1-20
The Story of Jesus’ Birth

Luke’s presentation of Jesus’ birth is a rich theological tapestry and shows his skill as a writer bringing together reliable traditions in his infancy narrative. It establishes Jesus as the Messiah, Christ and Lord in the line of David for whom the Jewish people waited.

The vast Roman Empire at this time, spread across the Mediterranean from the Iberian Peninsula (Spain) to Syria and Judea – an area comparable to the area of Australia. Over this empire, peace (Pax Romana) was brought about by suppression and oppression and maintained by military force, and the rule of law and the flow of commerce.

The helpless infant is an image in stark contrast to the powerful Roman ruler, Caesar Augustus. In Luke’s Gospel we are shown that the infant Jesus will be the bearer of a different kind of peace. He will restore right relationship and walk with those who are marginalised or alienated, bringing wholeness and salvation.

The sense of God’s presence and the joy of the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophesy (Is 61:1) permeate the narrative. The events described are Good News, especially to those who enjoy “God’s favour” – this means for Luke the poor and the lowly.

Although its dating is uncertain, the Roman census is given as the reason for Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem from their home in Nazareth. Obedience to the civic laws places Mary and Joseph in the City of David, Bethlehem, where the birth of the Messiah was expected to occur (Micah 5:1). This reinforces Jesus’ connection with the royal Davidic line, already legally established through his foster father, Joseph.

Jesus is born into a hostile environment as there is no place for him to be born except a stable, a cave for animals. He is placed in a manger, the animals’ feeding trough. Ironically, this helpless child will become the one who offers hospitality to others, who will give himself as food in the Eucharist. It is interesting to note that Bethlehem means ‘city of bread’. Mary wraps Jesus in swaddling clothes, customary for security and to assure good growth but also reminiscent of Wisdom 7:4 where Solomon, son of David is nurtured in swaddling clothes with every care.

Luke 2:11–14 are key verses in this passage. The angels are messengers of Good News. They are not signs of God’s presence in themselves, but they point to the real signs: the baby, swaddling clothes, manger. They show the lowly ones that the prophesy of Isaiah (61:1) is being fulfilled and where to look for God’s Kingdom in their own time and place.
The shepherds, who are only in the Lucan birth stories, represent the lowest of the low in their society. But they – the poorest – are the first to receive the good news. Thus, we should not dismiss anyone as unworthy. The shepherds respond eagerly and immediately set out to find Jesus. On finding him they tell many others the good news including Mary and Joseph. Mary ponders the meaning of what the shepherds had to say. She too is on a journey of faith. When we read Matthew’s account we note it is very different. So we need to remember that the Gospel writers have their own messages to give their communities.
Suggested Assessment

Suggestions for determining students’ development towards the achievement of the outcomes are included below:
ES1.3
communicate basic knowledge about Jesus

The students typically might:

· 
make statements about Jesus as God’s promised gift to the world

· 
retell parts of the story of Jesus’ birth

· 
make statements about key characters: John the Baptist, Mary and Joseph, the shepherds

ES1.6
name Mary as the Mother of Jesus
The students typically might:

· 
retell aspects of Mary’s story in relation to Advent and Christmas
ES1.7
demonstrate growing familiarity with key signs, symbols, and rituals of the Catholic Tradition
The students typically might:

· 
talk about the Advent Wreath

· 
reflect on individual preparation for Christmas
Resources
To Know Worship and Love – Prep / Kindergarten, Chapters 18, 19 and 20, (2005), James Goold House Publications, Melbourne, Victoria

Teacher Resources

Macdonald Sr Anthony, (2004), To God on a Magic Carpet – Meditating With Children, Spectrum Publications, Victoria

Whittaker P (ed), (1999), Let’s Start Teachers’ Book Part , Council for Christian Education in Schools, Lonsdale, Victoria
Children’s Literature
Clarke G, (1994), How Many Days To My Birthday? Mammoth Books, USA
Gleeson  L, (1999), Hannah and the Tomorrow Room, Penguin Books, Australia
Hutchins P, (1986), The Doorbell Rang, The Bodley Head, London

Whybrow I, (1998), A Baby For Grace, Kingfisher Books
Wild M, (1998), First Day, Allen & Unwin, Australia
Audio Visual

Catholic Diocese of Lismore, Creative Activities for the Liturgical Year: Preparatory, John Garrett Publishing, Mulgrave, Victoria

Music
Mangan M, (1995), Follow the Star, Litmus Productions, Brisbane
Mangan M, (1995), My Spirit SIngs, Litmus Productions, Brisbane
Compilations, (2002), As One Voice For Kids, Willow Connection, Brookvale, NSW
Walker C, (1992), Calling the Children, OCP Publications, Portland, Oregon
NOTE:  See RE Online for additional resources for this unit.

Unit Content A:  Waiting and Getting Ready
Advent is a special time of waiting for the coming of the Messiah.
Students will:

· reflect on experiences of waiting and anticipation
· make an Advent wreath

· listen and respond to the story of John the Baptist
Background Information

This Unit Content focuses on the liturgical season of Advent when the Church remembers and prepares to celebrate the birth of Jesus. Advent begins four Sundays before Christmas and is a time of waiting and joyful anticipation for the coming of the Messiah. In the liturgy of the Church we await both the birth and the promised return of Christ. 
It is worth noting that students in Early Stage 1 are still developing the concept of time. They often anticipate significant events by counting the number of ‘sleeps’ to the event. The concept of the long wait of the people of God for the promised Messiah is best explored in the context of relevant stories from the student’s own experiences of waiting and anticipating.
The Advent Wreath is introduced as a symbol that marks the time of waiting for the Church community.  It is made from a circle of greenery, three purple candles and one pink candle. One candle is lit each week leading up to Christmas with the pink one being lit on the third Sunday of Advent. The lighting of the candles of the Advent Wreath illuminates the way towards Christmas and heralds the arrival of Jesus Christ. Use of an Advent Wreath in the classroom allows students to enter the ritual of waiting and preparing for Christmas.
Young children are already anticipating Christmas. The Unit Content is intended to focus their expectancy on the coming of Jesus. In exploring this season with young children the emphasis is on getting ready to meet Jesus through entering the stories that lead up to the birth narratives.  The stories of waiting and expectation are the shared experiences of the people of God handed down from generation to generation. They express the deep longing of the people of God for the promised Saviour. 
The story of John the Baptist marks the transition from the Old Testament to the New Testament. The time of waiting is nearly over and the long awaited Messiah is imminent. The children are introduced to John, the great prophet who points the way and prepares people for the coming of Jesus. Allow students opportunity to explore the story and wonder about the character of John. Encouraging children to enter the story of this key biblical figure presents them with the opportunity to discover that God’s Word is to be listened to and God is faithful.  
Suggested teaching/learning strategies

The following suggested activities are organised around the key elements of Telling the Story, Wondering, Exploring and Prayer. Teachers select, adapt or substitute activities, ensuring that each of the abovementioned elements is evident in the cycle of learning.
· 
Make a beautifully wrapped parcel with a bright bow containing enough holy cards, bookmarks or other appropriate gifts to be shared by the students. Ensure the parcel is wrapped in several sheets of paper in a similar fashion to when playing ‘Pass the Parcel’. You could add messages such as ‘You’re getting closer’, ‘nearly there’, or ‘one more to go’ in between each layer. Attach a card to the parcel which reads: ‘This is for Kindergarten. It is a special parcel to say Thank You for being really great kids.’ The parcel must be opened slowly and carefully making sure to unwrap only one layer of paper at a time. Wait for at least half an hour before unwrapping the next layer.  Your teacher can help you keep the time.’

· Put the parcel in a prominent place in the classroom, possibly in the prayer place ready for morning prayer. Make sure it is there ready for the beginning of the school day. When several children have noticed it and wondered about it, pick it up and bring it to the attention of the whole class.  Read the attached card and say ‘I wonder what it could be?’
· After a brief time of wondering, invite one of the children to come and carefully unwrap the first layer of paper. Put the parcel back in its place and promise to unwrap the next layer later on.
· Every half an hour or so invite one of the children to unwrap another layer of paper.  Encourage the children to continue wondering about the parcel or share how they are feeling about what might be in the parcel.
· Continue unwrapping throughout the day until the final layer is reached. Use your own judgement for how long to keep the experience happening.

· After the contents of the parcel are finally revealed and shared, encourage students to wonder about the experience of waiting using ‘I wonder’ statements such as: ‘I wonder how you felt when you first saw the parcel this morning?’ ‘I wonder how you felt as you had to keep waiting for each layer to be unwrapped?’ ‘I wonder how you felt as we got closer to the gift?’ ‘I wonder how you felt when the parcel was finally unwrapped?’
· Students could journal about the experience of the special parcel.

· Read a story from children’s literature such as ‘Hannah and the Tomorrow Room’ by Libby Gleeson or ‘How Many Days to My Birthday?’ by Gus Clarke related to the theme of long anticipated events. Encourage children to share or write some of their own stories of waiting for an important event. Explore the feelings and emotions of waiting for something special to happen.
· Read ‘The Long Wait’, KWL ch 18. Engage with the ‘I wonder’ statements on p138. 
· Tell the story of John the Baptist using KWL ch 19 and 3D concrete materials. Use ‘Resource Sheet 1’ for script from KWL.
· Engage with some of the ‘I wonder’ statements in KWL p144. Finish with: ‘I wonder if there are people today who show us the way to Jesus’.
· Locate a good image of John the Baptist. Invite the students to imagine what it would have been like to live in the desert like John. Talk about what sort of person John might have been. Invite them to imagine what John talked to God about. Create a bank of words or phrases to describe John’s character. 
· Reread the story of John the Baptist in KWL ch 19.  Ask the students to choose the part of the story they would like to paint or draw. Engage the children with questions about their work, eg What part of the story is this? What is happening here?

· Invite an expectant mother to come in and talk about waiting for the birth of her baby.

· Explain that lots of people over many, many years waited for God’s promise of a great leader. Invite the students to name some of the people from the Bible whom they know waited for God’s promise. The students may recall people such as Abraham and Sarah, Moses, David, Anna and Simeon, Mary and Joseph from stories covered in previous units.
· Sing a suitable antiphon such as Christopher Walker’s ‘Prepare the Way’ from Calling the Children.
· Engage students in talking, drawing and writing about how they might get ready for Jesus. Students complete the stem: I will get ready for Christmas by…. Make into scrolls and display around a banner with the words ‘Prepare the Way of the Lord’.
· Make an Advent Wreath using a circle of greenery, three purple candles and one pink candle. Decorate it with berries or ribbons. Explain to students that an Advent Wreath is used in church and in some homes to mark the time of waiting before Christmas. One candle is lit each week leading up to Christmas with the pink one being lit on the third week of Advent as a sign of hope that Christmas is nearly here. The lighting of the candles of the Advent Wreath light the way towards the coming of Jesus at Christmas. 

· Use the Advent Wreath for morning prayer. Light candles each day according to the weeks of Advent and use the prayer from KWL ch 18, p139. Each day as you light the appropriate candles you might also recall some of the people who waited for the coming of the Messiah.
· Students could make their own Advent Wreath to take home or a 2D version where they add a flame to the candle each week. Creative Activities for the Liturgical Year: Preparatory Level has a related student activity in ‘Advent Year A Student Resource 1’.  

· Learn a hymn such as ‘Christmas is Coming’ or ‘Wait in Hope’ from As One Voice For Kids.
Unit Content B:  The Christmas Story
Christmas is the celebration of the birth of Jesus.
Students will:

· listen and respond to the story of Jesus’ birth
· express creatively the Christmas story in word, action and song
Background Information

This Unit Content focuses on the feast of Christmas when the Church celebrates the birth of Jesus and the mystery of the Incarnation, God becoming human. Christmas is second only to Easter in its sacred importance within the liturgical year. God entered the world as an infant, fully human in every way. It is a joyful feast, during which we recall that God is with us, bringing hope and joy to the world by sharing in our humanity. This Good News of God’s gift to the world is first witnessed by simple shepherds. They, like John the Baptist, point us towards Jesus.
Christmas brings to a close the season of Advent. The time of waiting is over and the community rejoices at the coming of the long awaited Messiah. God’s promise, as told through prophets like John the Baptist has been realised in the person of Jesus. Our Advent preparations have led us to Bethlehem and to the baby Jesus.

Teachers can draw upon the excitement, events and symbols that are part of the children’s experiences as the year comes to a close and the Christmas season nears. As the students engage with the story of Jesus’ birth most will already have some knowledge and appreciation of the Christmas story. Engaging in wondering about the story can assist children in relating the events of Jesus’ birth to their own experience of Christmas.

The story of Jesus’ birth presented in the unit content is told in two parts: (i) The visit to Mary by an angel, (ii) The birth of Jesus in Bethlehem and the visit of the shepherds. The story of the wise men is left to Year 1. It is recommended that the two parts of the story are dealt with one at a time. Students are presented with the Good News that a Saviour, the Son of God is born. This lays foundations for students to encounter the love of God in Jesus, the son of God, who became human. 
Angels - In Scripture angels function as messengers of God. The word is derived from the Greek word ‘angelos’ which is translated from the Hebrew word for ‘messenger’. With young children, it is better to focus on what angels do rather than on trying to explain what they are. Children can be invited to wonder about what angels are like in the context of the stories.
Suggested teaching/learning strategies

The following suggested activities are organised around the key elements of Telling the Story, Wondering, Exploring and Prayer. Teachers select, adapt or substitute activities, ensuring that each of the abovementioned elements is evident in the cycle of learning.
· Read a book from children’s literature such as ‘The Doorbell Rang’ by Pat Hutchins. Engage students in a conversation about unexpected visitors to the home, class or school. Why did they come? What happens?  
Part 1
· Tell the story of Mary’s visit by an angel from KWL ch 20, p146 using 3D materials. See ‘Resource Sheet 2’ for suggested script and materials. 
· Engage with the first three ‘I wonder’ statements in KWL p152.  Finish with an ‘I wonder’ like: I wonder how you would feel if an angel visited you. This time of wondering could be extended with students responding to one of the statements in their prayer journals.
· Sing a hymn like Michael Mangan’s ‘Mary Said Yes’ from My Spirit Sings.
· Explore the students’ experiences of taking a long trip or visiting a new place. What had to happen to get ready? How did they feel about the trip – excitement, anxiety, tiredness, curiosity?  How did they feel when they arrived?
Part 2 
· Tell the story of the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem and the visit of the shepherds, from KWL ch 20, pp147-151 using 3D materials. See ‘Resource Sheet 3’ for suggested script and materials.
· Engage with the last four ‘I wonder’ statements in KWL p152. 


Additional wondering statements for possible use are:

I wonder …

- how Mary felt when Joseph told her they had to make a long trip
- how Mary and Joseph felt when they could only find a stable to stay
- how they felt when Jesus was born

· Provide students with opportunities to engage further with the story through one or more of the following activities: Ideally provide choice for the students in the selection of activities.

· Students use 3D materials used by the teacher to retell the stories in their own words.

· Students choose a part of the story they would like to draw or paint. ‘Paint’ or ‘Kids Pix’ could be used.

· Make a Christmas card with an image of Jesus on the front with a caption like: ‘Jesus is God’s Gift to Us’. Students write inside their own prayer of thanks for Jesus. Tie it with a big bow and keep to use in Prayer Celebration.

· Students make their own nativity figures – Mary, Joseph, and Jesus, angels, shepherds – to retell a part of the story.
· Learn a suitable Christmas carol such as ‘Away in a Manger’ or Michael Mangan’s ‘This Little Boy’ from Follow the Star.
· Sit around a manger containing baby Jesus and read a suitable picture book about the nativity story.  Engage in wondering with statements such as:
I wonder …

- what Jesus was like as a baby
- what you would say if you were a visitor to the stable
· Lead students in a guided meditation to visit Bethlehem to meet the baby Jesus. A very good script is ‘Magic Carpet – a Visit to Bethlehem’ in To God on a Magic Carpet. This activity can be extended with students responding to the experience in their prayer journals.

· Arrange for a special messenger to deliver a decorated envelope to the classroom addressed to Kindergarten. Wonder with the students about the possible contents of the envelope. Open it up and reveal the message which should be a decorated card with big letters that reads: It’s a boy!   Discuss the message and begin a discussion about how good news can be announced.  Engage the students in talking about how the news of their own birth was announced.  Who was told?  How were they told?  What were they told? Ask the students to imagine how God might choose to make an important announcement.

· Make an angel mobile and display with caption ‘Good News’.
· Make baby Jesus dolls using 6cm lengths of dowelling rod. Draw and cut out a face for baby Jesus and glue to top of the rod. Wrap the rod with fabric. Place in a small box container filled with straw or pieces of wool.
 Engage students in a conversation about Jesus being God’s gift to us. Invite students to reflect on: How is Jesus a gift to me?
· Throughout the unit read suitable picture books that tell the Christmas story and sing Christmas carols.

· Prayer Celebration:
Create a prayer space with a candle, Bible and crèche or manger with baby Jesus.

Gathering Rite:
Begin with a suitable Christmas carol.

Make the Sign of the Cross.

Proclaim the Word:
Proclaim Luke 2:7-12, 15-20.
Prayers of the Faithful:
Invite students to hold the Christmas cards they made. Invite those who wish to share their thank you prayer and place all children’s cards around the crib.
Concluding Prayer:
Conclude with prayer from KWL p153.

Dismissal Rite:
Sing a suitable Christmas carol.
Resource Sheet 1

.getting ready for jesus
KWL Chapter 19 
(based on Luke 1:39-40, 56-60, 80; Luke 3:2-3, 15-18)
You will need:

· a purple cloth

· a length of blue cloth for a river

· sand box (sand in small tray or bowl)

· 8 peg figures, and one peg figure undressed

· small piece of Hessian or fur and a short length of leather for a belt

· a crèche without the baby Jesus in it or an empty crib
Children are seated in a semi-circle ready to listen to the story. When the children are settled, go to the shelf and carry the materials as you would the Bible. Place these beside you.

Begin by rolling the purple cloth in front of you and saying:

Purple is the colour for getting ready. Advent is a time for getting ready.

Place the empty crèche or crib on the left hand side of the cloth.
The season of Advent is the time the Church gets ready to celebrate the mystery of Christmas. 

Put one or two of the peg figures on the cloth.
During Advent we remember the prophets. Prophets are special people who listen to God.  They help us get ready for Christmas.

Move the figures across the purple cloth towards the empty crib. Place them on the side looking at the crib from a distance.
Prophets point the way towards Jesus. They are like lights showing the way.

Let’s listen to a story about one of the most important prophets. We will need some other things to help us tell the story.

Place the sand box on the cloth on the opposite side to the crib.
This is the desert. 

Slowly run your fingers through the sand as you say:

Deserts can be very hot in the daytime and very cold at night. They can be lonely places and places of danger. There is not much water in the desert and sometimes the wind blows the sand around. 

Place the strip of blue cloth between the sand box and the crib.
We also need a river.  This is the river Jordan.

I think we are ready now.

Let’s begin.
Take Mary and Elizabeth and place to the side of the sand box also looking in the direction of the crib.
Just before Jesus was born, his mother Mary visited her cousin Elizabeth.

Elizabeth was going to have a baby too.
Take plain peg figure and place beside Elizabeth.
Elizabeth called her baby ‘John’.
Dress figure with Hessian cloth and belt and place in the sand box.
When John grew up he lived in the desert. He wore clothes made of camel’s hair, tied with a leather belt.  

Move John to different parts of the desert as you say:
He ate insects and wild honey. He spent most of the time talking to God.

Move John to alongside the river.
When John came out of the desert he went to the river Jordan.

Place two figures next to John.
He told people to live good lives and to get ready for Jesus, the Messiah, who was coming soon.

Place two more figures near to John.  

Lots of people came to the river. 

Move John into the river with one of the figures.
John baptised them with water.

Move John to the other side of the river facing the direction of the crib.
We call him John the Baptist. He told people to listen to Jesus.

He told people to get ready for Jesus by changing their lives.

Sit quietly for a moment and then begin to wonder together.

Use ‘I wonder’ from KWL p144.
Carefully pack story materials into storage box and put on shelf. Ensure that children are watching so they know how to pack the materials away and where to find them.


Resource Sheet 2

The Christmas Story

Part 1

KWL Chapter 20
(based on Luke 1:30, 38)
You will need:

· Purple cloth

· Mary and angel from the Nativity set

· Bible

Children are seated in a semi-circle ready to listen to the story. When the children are settled, go to the shelf and carry the materials as you would the Bible. Place these beside you.
Place the Bible in front of you with your hand on it.

This story comes from our special book which we call the Bible. It is about a girl who had a most unexpected visitor.

Place the Bible beside you. 

Lay the purple cloth in the middle of the space. 

Purple is the colour for getting ready. Advent is a time for getting ready. During Advent we are getting ready to celebrate Christmas.

Place Mary on the cloth.

This is Mary.

Place angel on the cloth facing Mary. Place your hand behind the angel as you say:
God sent an angel called Gabriel to ask Mary to be the mother of Jesus.

Angels are God’s special messengers.

Move the angel Gabriel a little way towards Mary.

The angel Gabriel told Mary not to be afraid, because God was very near to her.

Move Mary to stand beside the angel.
Mary said, “Yes, I will do whatever God wants.”

Sit quietly for a moment and then engage with the first three ‘I wonders’, KWL p152.
Carefully pack story materials into storage box and put on shelf. Ensure that children are watching so they know how to pack the materials away and where to find them.

Resource Sheet 3

The Christmas Story

Part 2
KWL Chapter 20
(based on Luke 2:7-20)
You will need

· Bible

· beige or pale yellow underlay

· road the same length as the underlay

· Nativity set

Children are seated in a semi-circle ready to listen to the story. When the children are settled, go to the shelf and carry the materials as you would the Bible. Place these beside you.

Place the Bible in front of you with your hand on it.

This story comes from our special book which we call the Bible.
Place the underlay in the middle of the space. 

Place the road on top of the underlay.

Place Mary, Joseph and donkey on the road at the far end away from you.

When the time came for Jesus to be born, Mary and Joseph had to go to Bethlehem.

Slowly move Mary, Joseph and donkey halfway down the road.

Place your hand at the opposite end of the road to Mary and Joseph.

Bethlehem was a long way from their home.

Continue to slowly move Mary, Joseph and donkey down the road to Bethlehem.

When they arrived the town was very crowded. 

Place stable to the side of the road. Move Mary, Joseph and donkey from the road to the stable.

The only place Mary and Joseph could find to stay was a stable. 

Place Jesus in the manger between Mary and Joseph.

In this cold and lonely place Jesus was born.

Place shepherds and sheep on the underlay away from the road and the stable. 

Nearby some very poor shepherds were looking after their sheep.

Place an angel near shepherds.

An angel of the Lord appeared to them and told them that Jesus had been born in a stable in Bethlehem.

Place more angels facing shepherds.
That night God’s angels sang, “Glory to God in the highest and peace on earth.”
Move angels to your side. Move shepherds to the stable.

The shepherds went to the stable to see Jesus. They saw Mary and Joseph and the baby Jesus lying in the manger. 

The shepherds were the only other people who came to see Jesus, the Son of God, on the night he was born.

Engage with ‘I wonder’, KWL p152.
Carefully pack story materials into storage box and put on shelf. Ensure that children are watching so they know how to pack the materials away and where to find them.
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� Adapted from Whittaker P (ed), (1999),  Let’s Start Teachers’ Book, Part , Council for Christian Education, Victoria, p76


� Adapted from To Know Worship and Love Teaching Companion – Level 1, (2001), James Goold House Publications, Melbourne, Victoria, p134
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