K.7    God’s Creation
This unit explores the wonder and beauty of God’s creation. It presents creation as God’s gift to God’s people and a reflection of God’s goodness. Prayers of praise for creation and commitment to care for it are introduced as ways of responding to this gift. The story of Noah and the Ark is presented. It tells of the renewal of creation and God’s promise of continued blessing on the whole of creation throughout time.
Outcomes

Students will be able to:

ES1.8
respond to the wonder of God’s creation

ES1.2
respond to Scripture stories 

ES1.10
participate in simple formal and informal prayer
	Scripture
	Doctrine

	Students are introduced to doctrine through Scripture and the living Tradition of the Church.

	Ps 8:1, 3, 7-9
Psalm of Praise
	· 
God made the world

	Gen 6:9 - 9:1, 8-17
Noah and the Ark
	· God made us

	
	· All of creation reflects God’s goodness


Spiritual Reflection for Teachers

Australia is renowned worldwide for its beautiful, majestic, and often inspiring landscapes and natural wonders. There is something uniquely alluring and inspirational about the natural world. It is quite common for people to have a natural setting or landscape that they find particularly inviting, that fills them with a sense of awe and wonder, and that offers them a sense of renewal and rejuvenation. It may be the experience of sitting on a beach, watching the sun rise over the ocean on a warm summer morning with the soothing sound of waves breaking gently on a shore. For some it is standing on a rocky outcrop overlooking a river valley that continues to meander until it disappears beyond the horizon. For others it may be lying in a field of wild grasses while gazing up at the endless blue sky. 

Creation is a gift from God, a sign of God’s love for us, and a source of revelation. In and through God’s creation we are privileged to witness a tiny glimpse of the wonder, mystery and beauty of God and to share in and experience God’s love for each one of us.

· Take a few moments to reflect on a favourite landscape or natural setting.

· What attracts you to, and inspires you about, this place? How does it make you feel?

· Take a moment to praise and thank God for the gift of creation and the inspiring and renewing experience it brings.

Catechism of the Catholic Church

Excerpts from the Catechism of the Catholic Church are included below as information for teachers. They present the Church’s teachings contained in the unit.

47
The Church teaches that the one true God, our Creator and Lord, can be known with certainty from his works, by the natural light of human reason 
315 
In the creation of the world and of man, God gave the first and universal witness to his almighty love and his wisdom, the first proclamation of the "plan of his loving goodness", which finds its goal in the new creation in Christ.

319 
God created the world to show forth and communicate his glory. That his creatures should share in his truth, goodness and beauty - this is the glory for which God created them. 
The glory of God shines through all creation. We live in an age when people have rediscovered the beauty of the natural environment, and that is good. But the universe in which we live is not God. It reflects God and depends totally on God. Moreover, the universe is not as beautiful as the unique “creatures” destined to share in God’s truth, goodness and beauty. We are those created beings. We will return to God and, if we choose, we will share divine glory.

338 
Nothing exists that does not owe its existence to God the Creator. The world began when God's word drew it out of nothingness; all existent beings, all of nature, and all human history are rooted in this primordial event, the very genesis by which the world was constituted and time begun.
The whole creation was brought into being by God. The “moment” of creation, the “primordial event”, is described in various ways by science. By the light of faith and reason we can see the plan, design and purpose that existed from the beginning. We are helping younger children to discern the divine plan and order revealed in creation.

Scripture: Background Information

Psalm 8:1, 3, 7-9 
The entire Book of Psalms is a collection of 150 psalms in toto. They are the prayers of the Jewish people and range across the centuries of the composition of the Hebrew Scriptures. So some are very old (oral tradition – 2000 BC on) and others relatively new - from after the exile (5th – 3rd century). There are many different types of psalms in the collection – hymns of praise (Ps 104), laments (Ps 22), royal psalms (Ps 2), wisdom psalms (Ps 111), liturgical psalms (Ps 134) and historical psalms (Ps 105). Psalm 8 is a prayer of thanks for the magnificence of creation:  for the moon and the stars, for animals both domestic and wild, for the birds of the air and for fish. Everything in creation is good, especially the human person who is given responsibility to care for God’s world.

Psalm 136:1-9

The Psalms are the prayer of a people and can be the prayer of all people. Psalm 136 is another prayer of praise for the wonderful world God has given us. The refrain - “for his love is everlasting” reminds us that the wonderful beauty of creation is evidence of God’s great and never ending love for us. God is creator and lover of all creation.

Genesis 6:9 - 9:1, 8-17
The story of Noah and the great flood is one of the many wonderful stories of these early pre-history chapters of Genesis. A story about a great flood is common to many ancient cultures. The one that is closest to the biblical text is the Babylonian story of Gilgamesh. The biblical story is told in simple language with much repetition suggesting perhaps a long history of oral tradition. 
The Flood story has many positive aspects that must be emphasised   It is an act of re-creation, a story of a renewed world. It describes a time of renewal and re-making. God is in covenant with Noah (6:18) and then with all of creation. It seems the authors or editors of this story are presenting the flood as a chance to renew or recreate. Thus we have a new creation. Everything has been cleaned up, dare we say, washed by the waters of the flood and so renewed.  

In Genesis 9 a new world order is evident and a return to the original blessing and command of creation “be fruitful and multiply and teem over the earth” (Gen 9:1, 7 compare with Gen 1:28). To ratify this God makes a covenant with all creation. It is unilateral and unconditional and valid in perpetuity. It is a berit olam –“an everlasting covenant”- not like ordinary covenants that must be renewed from time to time. The rainbow, - a beautiful symbol, gives assurance of all this (Gen 9:12-17). And children love a rainbow.

The story of the flood can present an image of an angry and punishing God. While this can be understood as part of the theology of earlier times and not ours today, the same Scriptures present us with the image of an all-forgiving God as well. It would seem that the writers and creators of these stories and texts are trying to come to terms with corruption, violence and the human condition. It reminds us to keep our world clean, renewed and in harmony.

Suggested Assessment

Suggestions for determining students’ development towards the achievement of the outcomes are included below:
ES1.8
respond to the wonder of God’s creation
The students typically might:

· make statements about the wonder or the diversity of creation
· respond to creation with prayers of praise or thanksgiving
ES1.2
respond to Scripture stories 
The students typically might:

· retell part, or parts, of the Noah story in words and/or illustrations
· talk about the part of the story they like best
· suggest ways they can care for their environment

ES1.10
participate in simple formal and informal prayer
The students typically might:

· construct prayers of praise and thanks for creation

Resources
To Know Worship and Love – Prep/Kindergarten, Chapter 9 (2005), James Goold House Publications, Melbourne, Victoria

To Know Worship and Love – Big Book, Old Testament Stories, ‘Noah and the Ark’
Teacher Resources
Macdonald Anthony Sr, (2004), To God on a Magic Carpet: Meditating with Children, Spectrum Publications, Richmond, Australia
Whitaker P, (2002), Let’s Start, Cycle 2, Part 2, Council for Christian Education in Schools, Melbourne, Australia

Children’s Literature

Bancroft B, (1994), Dirrangun, Angus & Robertson, Australia
Audio Visuals

Sydney Catholic Education Office, (2003), Creative Arts K-6: Inspiring Images, DVD, Catholic Education Office, Leichhardt, Sydney
NOTE:  See RE Online for additional resources for this unit.

Unit Content A:  Praising God
Creation is a reflection of God’s goodness and love.
Students will:

· explore the variety and wonder of creation
· respond to the wonder of creation in prayers of praise
Background Information

Children of this age are constantly aware of the wonders of creation. This Unit Content engages their natural sense of curiosity, wonder and awe by guiding them through an exploration of the world around them. It is suggested that many of the activities take place outside the classroom, as learning about the world is most effective when it involves direct experience and engages the senses.
It is important to provide opportunities for the children to smell, listen to, explore, gaze at and ponder the works of creation. Appreciation of creation is enhanced when the children see the teacher also delighting in the magnificence and variety of God’s creation.
The suggested teaching/learning strategies are divided into three sections:  creation in the sky, in the waters and oceans, and on the land. Display of the children’s ‘exploring’ work could be built up throughout the unit. It could be presented on three background panels:  sky panel with a night and day section, water panel of the ocean and/or river, and a land panel, perhaps divided into various landscapes. 
Objects collected throughout the unit could be displayed in front of the appropriate panel. Encourage children to bring ‘treasures from nature’ eg shells, rocks to share with the class and to display. 
Further exploration can be integrated with other Key Learning Areas, eg the effects of the wind on windmills and kites, examining their collections with magnifying glasses in Science; or exploring the patterns in beehives, leaves, snake skins, stripes on zebras and tigers, sorting items into God/man made, large/small as part of the Maths program.
The natural response of young children to creation is often delight, curiosity and excitement. Long ago the psalmists expressed their community’s delight in beautiful songs to the Creator God. These are the psalms of praise. The prayer suggestions in the unit are reflective of the style of praise psalms, particularly Psalms 8 and 136.

Suggested teaching/learning strategies

The following suggested activities are organised around the key elements of Telling the Story, Wondering, Exploring and Prayer. Teachers select, adapt or substitute activities, ensuring that each of the abovementioned elements is evident in the cycle of learning.
· Sky:  Explore the wonders of the sky with the children:
· Take the class outside to a quiet place in the playground or to a park. Use a camera to record the experience for later use. Ask children to sit or lie quietly with their eyes closed, to become aware of the sounds. After a few moments ask then to share what they heard. Repeat the activity for what they can feel and smell. 

Children look up at the sky (take care about looking into the sun). Discuss the shapes and movement of the clouds. Children tell what else they see, eg birds, insects.
Identify all that is in the sky. Differentiate between God’s creation and man-made objects. Help the children to identify things in the sky which are:  big – sun, clouds, tree, rainbow, wind; include those things in the night sky as well – moon, stars. Identify things which are soft:  clouds, breeze, feathers, butterflies, birds, sounds, rain, snow; tiny:  insects, dust, feathers, perfume, sounds; floating:  seeds, leaves, petals, insects, cloud, perfume (Let’s Start, Part 2, p13).
Throughout the discussions, express awe at the wonder, beauty and diversity of creation.

· Read  KWL p58 about the sky. Use the ‘I wonder’ statements related to the sky.

· Go into the playground early in the day when the sun is low in the sky. Ask students to close their eyes and feel the warmth of the sun on one side of their face.

· Ask the children what they like best about the sky. The students are given the opportunity to respond to the above experiences through drawing, painting or other creative arts. Ideally organise these activities so that students have choice.
While the class is engaged in their work, the teacher talks with individual students about their work using open statements – Statements will depend on the student’s response work, eg “Tell me about the part of God’s creation you have chosen for your work. I wonder how you would look after it.”
· Construct a psalm of praise with the class for the wonders in the sky adapted from Psalm 8:1, 3, 7-9. You could show the book of Psalms in the Bible and explain that they are prayers of praise and thanks prayed a very long time ago by the people of God.
Antiphon:
God of creation,
how great your name throughout the earth!

We look up at your heavens, made by your fingers,
at the moon and stars, the birds in the air,

the __________, the __________,

the __________, the __________,

the __________, the __________.

Antiphon:
God of creation,
how great your name throughout the earth!

· Water:  Explore the wonders of the water with the children:

· If possible, arrange an excursion to the beach, a rock platform, a river or an aquarium. Engage the senses to explore the wonders of the water, its creatures, the vastness of the ocean, the benefits of water.
· Read KWL p61 about the water. Use the ‘I wonder’ statements related to the water.

· Discuss what the students like best about the water. Again provide the students with opportunities to respond to the water experiences through drawing, painting or other creative arts.
· Construct a psalm of praise with the class for the wonders of the water adapted from Psalm 8:1, 3, 7-9. Children write or teacher scripts lines for the psalm, eg
Antiphon:
God of creation,
how great your name throughout the earth!

We look at the waters, made by your fingers,
the fish in the sea,
travelling the paths of the ocean,
the ___________,

__________________________,

the ___________,

__________________________,

the ___________,
__________________________.

Antiphon:
God of creation,
how great your name throughout the earth!

When praying the psalm, perhaps place a glass jug filled with water, bowl, pictures of water in the middle of the prayer space – rain, ocean, river, puddles etc.
· Land:  Explore the wonders of the land with the children:

· Go for a nature walk around the school or neighbouring area to explore the beauty of nature found on the land, eg grass, flowers, seedpods, snails, ants. Encourage the children to become aware of their local environment and to bring objects from nature to the classroom. 
· Read KWL pp59-60 about the land. Use the ‘I wonder’ statements related to the land. 

· Discuss what the students like best about the land. Again provide the students with opportunities to respond to the above experiences through drawing, painting or other creative arts.
· Construct a psalm of praise with the class for the wonders of the earth adapted from Psalm 8:1, 3, 7-9:
Antiphon:
God of creation,
how great your name throughout the earth!

We look at the earth, made by your fingers,
sheep and oxen, all these,

__________ and __________,

__________ and __________,

__________ and __________.

Antiphon:
God of creation,
how great your name throughout the earth!

· Invite children to wonder about the uniqueness in God’s creation. Every cloud, rock formation, tree, beach, mountain, sunrise, sunset etc is different. 
Structure a landscape painting in watercolours or oil pastels where children paint each aspect of the picture with expression of these unique features.  
The sky can be filled with as many cloud shapes and colours to represent the endless diversity of formations at a time of the day; the horizon with mountain shapes and sizes; the foreground with soil and grasses of many colours; completing the picture with details of living and non-living things to be wondered at. 
Utilise Inspiring Images Part Three, ‘Animal Silhouette’ and ‘Brush Exercise’ or Inspiring Images Part Four, ‘Lines of Colour’ to guide this expression.
· Prayer of praise for all the wonders of nature: 

Prepare the room with eucalyptus oil in a lighted oil burner and some quiet music in the background. Each child chooses a small natural object from around the room, eg seed, gumnut, pebble, shell, feather. Take the children through a short relaxation routine. See Sr Anthony MacDonald, To God on a Magic Carpet, pp5-9 for ideas.
Ask the children to take their object in their hands… look…explore…feel…stroke…

Is it hard/soft, smooth/rough, bright/dull, large/small?
Does it have a smell?

What does it tell you about God?

Close your eyes and turn to God in your heart.

What would you like to say to God right now? 

- Pause -
When you have finished talking to God, say goodbye to God for now. When you are ready, open your eyes and return to the classroom.

Invite those who wish to talk about the experience.
· Read stories and picture books on creation to the children, look at illustrations and websites which explore the beauty of creation. Allow time for children to enjoy these activities.
· Look at the artwork of Australian Aboriginal artist, Bronwyn Bancroft in Dirrangun. Explore students’ ideas of the artist’s depiction of creation. 
· Use the psalms of praise for sky, water and land to construct a class prayer to God for the gift of creation. Use photos from the excursions, PowerPoint slides or the children’s creative work to accompany the prayer.
One or two of the children may like to compose a tune, or a percussion rhythm to accompany the prayer. 
Invite the children’s families to join in the class prayer and/or send the prayer home on a disc for the families to pray, reflect on and discuss together.

· Students take their copy of To Know Worship and Love home. They read or tell the story to their parents. Parents read or tell story to their child. Parents are also invited to do the Home Activity and to share their love of creation with their children, perhaps by watching together a sunrise, sunset, the moon and stars etc.
· Prayers of Thanks:  Use the litany prayer of thanks in KWL p63. Guide the children to also construct their own prayers of thanks. This could be done in association with their response work.
Unit Content B:  God’s Promise
God saved Noah and renewed his promise to all creation.
Students will:

· listen and respond to the story of Noah 

· explore ways to care for the world around them
Background Information

The focus of this Unit Content is the story of ‘Noah and the Ark’. The following ideas emerge:
1. God’s care and protection of Noah, his family and the animals

2. God’s everlasting promise to always be with us and care for us.

In the story of Noah, God renews the original blessing to humanity (Gen 1:28) and extends it to all creation.

God promises not to destroy but to bless all of creation. This does not mean that we are protected from evil and destruction but that they will not ultimately overcome. 

The rainbow reminds God and humanity of this covenant. A covenant demands responsibility by both of these parties. 

The universe is created by God and is a gift. We are part of creation: we belong in it, we live in it, we receive from it, to give back to it. We are part of the web of interconnectedness that is the universe. Our response is to delight in the mystery of God’s self-giving. This implies a gratitude to God for creating. To delight in creation necessitates a respect for creation. Respecting God means we respect all that God has created. 

The next part of this Unit Content explores two possible responses to God’s action of renewing creation after the flood: 

1. Gratitude and praise to God for renewing and protecting all things – the whole of creation

2. Humanity’s role in respecting the integrity of creation. 

In respecting the integrity of creation, children could look at how the environment is mistreated and suggest some solutions. This needs to be kept very simple and relevant to the child. What can a Kindergarten child or class do to show care for creation? With young children the first step in caring for creation is to look at their immediate environment. For example:  discuss how they respect and care for each other on the playground and how they can take care of the classroom and the playground. Remember to situate any work on environmental care on the source of the action for Christians – God is creator. Caring for creation is a response of gratitude to the creator God.

Suggested teaching/learning strategies

The following suggested activities are organised around the key elements of Telling the Story, Wondering, Exploring and Prayer. Teachers select, adapt or substitute activities, ensuring that each of the abovementioned elements is evident in the cycle of learning.
· Invite students to get ready to listen to the story. See ‘Curriculum Introduction’, p21.
· Tell the story of ‘Noah and the Ark’, based on Gen 6:9-9:1, 9:8-17, using 3D materials. See ‘Resource Sheet 1’ for suggested text and key actions.
You will need to become familiar with the story and practise using the materials to prepare the key actions of the story. 
· Invite the children to wonder with you:

I wonder …
- why God sent the flood

- how it felt when the rain began

- how Noah and the animals felt when the flood came and the water started to rise

- what the dove saw the first time it flew away from the ark

- what the land looked like after the flood
· Children choose one or more of the following activities to further engage with the story:
· Students choose a part of the story they would like to draw or paint.

· Individually or in small groups, retell the story using the story materials

· Read the story of Noah and the Ark in KWL Big Book, Old Testament Stories.
· Choose a cardboard animal outline, figure of Noah, ark or dove to cover with feathers, fur, skin, clothes. Attach sandpaper or Velcro dots to the back. In groups, use the figures with a felt board to retell the story.
· Make a rainbow. 
· Revisit the story through a shared book experience using the Big Book, Old Testament Stories.
· Use ‘I wonder’ statements to discuss the end of the story:
I wonder …

- how Noah and the family felt when they saw the rainbow 

- why God sent the rainbow
· Holding an animal from the ark, ask:  Where does this animal like to live? What does it need to live well? What could stop it from having the food and water it needs to survive? 

In a similar vein, discuss the needs and care of their pets, plants in gardens and parks, birds which come to the playground. Include people in the discussion. Ask children what they can do to care for God’s creation.
· Discuss the creation panels/response work with the children from Unit Content 1, eg “What do you think the butterfly likes about the place it lives in? What would happen if….? How would you feel if someone hurt it? How would you like others to look after it?”
· Litany:  
Preparation:  
Beforehand, get a small container of holy water from the church. Place the story materials in the centre of the prayer space.
Procession to prayer space: 

One child holds a bowl of holy water. The children bless themselves with the water as they process to the prayer space. The water is then placed in the middle of the prayer space.

Leader:
We come together to recall the story of Noah and the Ark and to praise God. The response is:  Blessed be God.

All: 
Blessed be God.
Leader:
God chose Noah to build an ark.
All:
Blessed be God.

Leader:
God saved all the animals.
All:
Blessed be God.
Leader:
God saved Noah and his family.

All:

Blessed be God.
Leader:
God sent a rainbow...
All:

Blessed be God.
Leader:
God promised to protect the world. 
All:

Blessed be God.
Leader: 
God promised to always protect you and me.
All:

Blessed be God.
Resource Sheet 1
Noah and the Ark
KWL Big Book, Old Testament Stories

(Gen 6:9-9:1, 9:8-17)

YOU WILL NEED:

· felt underlay

· Noah

· Noah’s wife

· ark

· 4-5 pairs of animals

· dove

· small piece of greenery
Children are seated in a semi-circle ready to listen to the story. When the children are settled, go to the shelf and carry the materials as you would the Bible. Place these beside you.

Place the underlay in the middle of the space.

Place Noah in the middle of the underlay but in the lower half away from you. Have Noah facing the children.

Leave space in the centre for the ark.

There was once a man named Noah. 

He was a good man. God was pleased with Noah. 

Place Noah’s wife next to Noah.

Noah and his wife had three sons. One day God said to Noah, “There will be a flood over the earth. 

I want you to build an ark. Make it strong and put a roof over the top.”

Place the ark in the centre of the underlay.

Noah and his family built the ark. It was hard work.

Lay the pairs of animals at the edges of the underlay 

God said to Noah, “Gather two of every kind of animal: mammals, reptiles, birds and all animals that crawl on the earth. 

God told Noah to put the animals in the ark so that they would be safe. God said, “Gather enough food for you and your family and all the animals because the flood will last a long time.”

Use your fingers to show the rain falling down.

Seven days later it began to rain. 

Move Noah, Noah’s wife and the rest of the animals into the ark.

God told Noah to go into the ark. Noah and his family and all the animals boarded the ark. 

Raise the ark a little and hold above the ground as you say:

It rained for forty days and nights. 

Raise the ark higher, rock the ark, as you say:

The water rose higher and higher over the earth. The ark was tossed and turned on the water. 

Lower the ark slowly as you say:

God looked after Noah, his family and all the creatures in the ark. 

Slowly place the ark back onto the underlay.

Finally the rain stopped. The ark floated calmly on the water. Gradually the water fell. Noah looked out of the ark but could not see land. 
Hold up the dove and then fly the dove back to the ark.
He released a dove to find out if there was dry land. 

The dove came back exhausted. There had been no dry place for it to rest!
Fly the dove away from the ark.
Seven days later Noah sent the dove out again. 

Then fly it back with the small piece of greenery
This time it came back with a small olive branch. Noah was very excited. 

Fly the dove around away from the ark. 
He waited another seven days and then released the dove again. 

Place it on the edge of the space.
This time it did not come back. There was dry land!

Bring Noah, his wife and the animals out of the ark; place them together on the underlay in front of the ark – Noah and his wife in the centre.

God called to Noah, “Come out of the ark. Let the animals go free to live on the earth.” Noah, his family and all the animals left the ark. Noah built an altar and gave thanks to God.

Use your hand to slowly make an arc that goes from one edge of the underlay, over Noah and the animals to the opposite edge of the underlay

God then put a beautiful rainbow across the sky. 

God said to Noah, “Look at the bow in the sky. It is a sign of a covenant I make with you and all living creatures. I will protect and care for all of creation. The earth will not be destroyed again. I am with you.”

Leave Noah and wife in centre. Move the animals out of the ark in different directions.

Noah and his family lived on the earth for many, many more years.

Carefully pack story materials into storage box and put on shelf. Ensure that children are watching so they know how to pack the materials away and where to find them.
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