K.3    The Easter Season

This unit focuses on two Easter stories. The first tells of the women at the tomb (Lk 24:1-6) and the second of Jesus’ appearance to his disciples on the shore of Lake Tiberias (Jn 21:1-14). Students will hear about and respond to the Easter message of the Resurrection: Jesus is alive.

Outcomes

Students will be able to:

ES1.2  
respond to Scripture stories

ES1.3  
communicate basic knowledge about Jesus
	Scripture
	Doctrine

	Students are introduced to doctrine through Scripture and the living Tradition of the Church.

	Luke 24:1-6a
The Empty Tomb
John 21:1-14
Jesus’ Appearance on the Shore of Tiberias

	· Jesus died and rose to new life

· On Easter Sunday we celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus

· God gives us life


Spiritual Reflection for Teachers

“…..on the first day of the week…. 

they came to the tomb…. 

They found the stone

rolled away from the tomb….. 

they did not find the body …

they were perplexed about this, 

two men in dazzling clothes … said to them, 

“Why do you look for the living among the dead? 

He is not here, but has risen.” (Luke 24:1-5)

A cynical person once said. “History is simply news from a graveyard.”

Yet what a memorable description that is of Easter!

The best news of all,

for everyone in every age for the past two millennia,

came from a graveyard in Jerusalem.

We are Easter People and Alleluia is our song!

Catechism of the Catholic Church

Excerpts from the Catechism of the Catholic Church are included below as information for teachers. They present the Church’s teachings contained in the unit.

571 
The Paschal mystery of Christ's cross and Resurrection stands at the centre of the Good News that the apostles, and the Church following them, are to proclaim to the world. God's saving plan was accomplished "once for all" by the redemptive death of his Son Jesus Christ.

641 
Mary Magdalene and the holy women who came to finish anointing the body of Jesus, which had been buried in haste because the Sabbath began on the evening of Good Friday, were the first to encounter the Risen One. Thus the women were the first messengers of Christ's Resurrection for the apostles themselves. They were the next to whom Jesus appears: first Peter, then the Twelve. Peter had been called to strengthen the faith of his brothers, and so sees the Risen One before them; it is on the basis of his testimony that the community exclaims: "The Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!"

645 
By means of touch and the sharing of a meal, the risen Jesus establishes direct contact with his disciples. He invites them in this way to recognise that he is not a ghost and above all to verify that the risen body in which he appears to them is the same body that had been tortured and crucified, for it still bears the traces of his passion. Yet at the same time this authentic, real body possesses the new properties of a glorious body: not limited by space and time but able to be present how and when he wills; for Christ's humanity can no longer be confined to earth, and belongs henceforth only to the Father's divine realm. For this reason too the risen Jesus enjoys the sovereign freedom of appearing as he wishes: in the guise of a gardener or in other forms familiar to his disciples, precisely to awaken their faith.

Scripture: Background Information

Luke 24:1-6a 

The Empty Tomb

It would seem that the women expected to find Jesus’ dead body in the tomb. Why else would they go with spices? But when they arrive at the tomb they are confused, just as we are sometimes confused – “not knowing what to think” (24:4). They are also “terrified” (24:5) but the message they receive is comforting – “why look among the dead for someone who is alive?” (24:5). Such a question gives us confidence in our own continued life after death. It is a deeply challenging question. The women later take on the important role given to them here at the tomb, as the first proclaimers and teachers of the Easter faith.

John 21:1-14 

Jesus’ Appearance on the Shore of Tiberias
The disciples’ fishing expedition takes place at night – the usual time for a good catch of fish. Night represents darkness while Jesus is the Resurrection and the Light. As the morning light breaks, Jesus goes to meet them. They confess they have caught nothing. However, under his guidance they make a miraculous catch of fish. Only in and through Jesus can the disciples bear fruit. The breakfast on the shore – cooked and served by Jesus – has overtones of the Eucharist.
 

It is important for teachers to understand that the Gospel of John can be both more historical and more symbolic than the synoptic gospels (Mark, Matthew, Luke). It was written later and has many layers – some quite early and some quite late. John’s Gospel also appears to have two endings and this text comes from the second ending or appendix to the Gospel. 

The Resurrection of Jesus was an experience of Jesus’ presence and life with his early followers that continued long after Easter Sunday. So the stories are full of symbolism as well as the current experience of Jesus some 60 years after the events happened. But the events are as real to John’s Christian community as they should be for us today. In fact it was no easier for them to believe than it is for us.  We all need a strong Easter faith.  
Suggested Assessment

Suggestions for determining students’ development towards the achievement of the outcomes are included below:
ES1.2  respond to Scripture stories

The students typically might: 

· listen to and talk about the story

· recount/recall/retell parts of the story

· respond to the story through oral or written expression, art, movement, wondering… 

· talk about Jesus’ Resurrection

· describe how the women at the tomb reacted

· illustrate a scene from the Resurrection story or appearance on Lake Tiberias
ES1.3  communicate basic knowledge about Jesus

The students typically might: 

· talk about Jesus’ Resurrection

· describe who Jesus is, eg “Jesus is special…Jesus died and his friends were sad… Jesus is alive, his friends were very excited.” 

· express knowledge that Jesus died and rose from the dead

· express that Jesus is alive

· illustrate a scene from the Resurrection or appearance
Resources

To Know Worship and Love – Prep/Kindergarten, Chapters 6 and 7, (2005), James Goold House Publications, Melbourne, Victoria 

To Know Worship and Love – Big Book, The Easter Story, ‘From Death to New Life’, ‘Jesus is Alive’

Teacher Resources

Macdonald Anthony Sr, (2004), To God on a Magic Carpet: Meditating with Children, Spectrum Publications, Victoria

Children’s Literature

Carle E, Very Hungry Caterpillar, Penguin Books
Audio Visual

CEO Sydney, (2004), Creative Arts K-6. Inspiring Images, Catholic Education Office, Sydney

NOTE:  See RE Online for additional resources for this unit.
Unit Content A:  He is Risen

At Easter we remember and celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus. 

Students will:

· listen and respond to the story of Jesus’ Resurrection 

· explore life cycles in relation to Jesus’ death and Resurrection
Background Information

The key event of the story of Jesus is his Resurrection. It is the climax of the Jesus event. After the Resurrection the disciples were never the same. Their memory and understanding of the life and teachings of Jesus were all viewed through this great event of his Resurrection.

The Paschal Mystery is a central mystery of the Christian tradition. The Paschal Mystery refers to the Passion, Death, Resurrection and Ascension of Jesus.  

In Kindergarten, the Resurrection story is highlighted but this does not exclude the Passion of Jesus. They only make sense together: Passion (including death) and Resurrection. For the kindergarten child the focus is on relating the event and on the central message of hope. Jesus suffered and died, and he rose to new life. Jesus has conquered death and is alive. It is within this context that we tell the story of the Resurrection. In following years the student explores the meaning of the Passion more fully.

In Luke’s account of the Resurrection the women go to the tomb and find it empty. They quickly discover that Jesus is alive. The women were the first to discover that Jesus had risen and the first to proclaim the Resurrection. There seems to be three phases in this account:

1. The women go to the tomb – the experience of Jesus’ death, sadness and grief.

2. The women see the tomb is empty – surprise mixed with fear and confusion.

3. The angels reveal that Jesus is alive – Resurrection, new hope and joy.

These three phases can be engaged with through wondering about the story.

Suggested teaching/learning strategies

The following suggested activities are organised around the key elements of Telling the Story, Wondering, Exploring and Prayer. Teachers select, adapt or substitute activities, ensuring that each of the abovementioned elements is evident in the cycle of learning.
· Children recall the work done during Lent. What happened to Jesus? Use a mindmap to record responses. Use the story in KWL ch 6 to recall the passion and death of Jesus.

· Introduce Easter – recalling with children that Jesus is alive. He is risen. Change the colour on the prayer space. As the teacher changes the cloth recall the Lenten season – preparing for Easter…, purple cloth. Give a brief introduction to the Easter season – celebrating Jesus’ Resurrection, white or yellow cloth… 

· Read the story of the Resurrection – the women at the tomb. Use KWL Big Book, The Easter Story, ‘From Death to New Life’. Identify the Bible as the source (Luke 24:1-6).
· Invite the children to wonder with you. Allow time for the children to respond to each wondering question. The children might notice a change in mood as the women move from grief and sadness to joy and excitement. 

I wonder …
- how the women felt as they went to the tomb

- how the women felt when they saw the tomb empty
- how the women felt when they found out Jesus was alive
· Children respond to the wondering by painting expressions of life, light and joy, of surprise, wonder and other feelings experienced in response to the story. First, appreciate paintings that capture the symbolism of the Easter morning. Sunrise paintings, posters, drawings and other illustrations emphasising the contrasting colours of white, yellow and gold in contrast to the colours associated with the Lenten season. Vincent Van Gogh, Artists of Broken Hill, the photography of Ken Duncan and other glorious images could be used to stimulate children’s creation of watercolour, poster paint or acrylic paint landscapes and abstracts. Inspiring Images – Part 3, ‘Landscapes’ p16 and ‘Brush Exercise’ p18 could be used to guide the use of materials and structure the response.
· Prayer: In a prayer service, sing a song and include the prayer in KWL p43. Add symbols of Easter/the Resurrection to the prayer space in the classroom. Proclaim the Word: Lk 24:5-6. You may give a simple explanation of the symbols. You might draw children’s attention to the word ‘Alleluia’ before or after the prayer celebration.

· Read KWL ch 6 and good picture books on the Resurrection, also including the passion, at various stages of the unit to focus on the story.  See RE Online for picture book suggestions for stories on the Resurrection.
· Ask the children to choose the part of the story they would like to paint or draw. Engage the children with questions about their work, eg What part of the story is this? What is happening here?

· Meditation: Lead children in a simple meditation using visualisation. When children are relaxed retell the Resurrection story putting them into the scene. The student is part of the group of women who go to the tomb. 
A good example of visualisation can be found in To God on a Magic Carpet: Meditating with Children, by Sister Anthony, p11.  This could be adapted to suit this context.

Note: You will need to teach children the skills for meditation. 

- I wonder how you felt when you realised Jesus was alive
· Life Cycle: Explore lifecycles as a metaphor for death and resurrection. 

1. Use children’s literature with the theme of lifecycle, life – ‘death’ – new life, eg Very Hungry Caterpillar. Talk about changes that occur.

2. Plant seeds and watch them grow. Keep a class journal of changes to the seeds.  

Unit Content B:  Jesus is Alive

Jesus appeared to his disciples after his Resurrection.

Students will:

· listen and respond to the story of Jesus’ appearance to his disciples at Lake Tiberias 
· explore the significance of sharing meals
· use ‘Alleluia’ in prayer
Background Information

At first glance this is a simple story. Some of the disciples spent a night fishing and caught nothing. Jesus appears on the shore and greets them. Following Jesus’ guidance they catch plenty of fish. They recognise that it is Jesus. He cooks fish and bread for them and they share the breakfast meal. 

The story reinforces that Jesus is alive. He not only was raised to life but he appeared to his disciples. He talked to them. He cooked and ate with them. The breakfast he shares has overtones of the Last Supper. Jesus shared many meals with his disciples and friends. The most significant being the Last Supper. Jesus sharing a meal on the shore with his disciples seems to reaffirm their relationship.

It is important for the storyteller to be aware of some of the symbolism:

· Light and darkness:  The disciples fish during the night, Jesus appears at sunrise. Jesus is ‘light’.

· Catching fish:  It is only with Jesus’ guidance that the disciples are successful catching fish. With Jesus we bear fruit. 

· Meals: Once again Jesus shares a meal with his disciples. There is a strong connotation of relationship, communion (community) and Eucharist.

· Be mindful that after the meal, following this story in John’s Gospel, Jesus commissions Peter to “feed my sheep” (Jn 24:17).

In Kindergarten, the focus is on sharing this account of the appearance of Jesus with the students. It lays the foundations for exploring the Eucharist in later years. As in the Last Supper in K.2, children are exposed to an account of Jesus sharing a meal with his disciples. Within the 2 units children explore their experience of sharing meals. Sharing meals implies relationship. Jesus was in relationship with his disciples. His willingness to sit down and share a meal with others, particularly the ‘sinner’ and outcast, showed his openness to relationship with others. Eucharist also implies relationship with God and the community. 

Suggested teaching/learning strategies

The following suggested activities are organised around the key elements of Telling the Story, Wondering, Exploring and Prayer. Teachers select, adapt or substitute activities, ensuring that each of the abovementioned elements is evident in the cycle of learning.
· Periodically revisit the seeds the children planted. Discuss with the children: What do seeds need to grow (food, light, water)? How is the seed changing?

· Shared Story – Children’s literature about sharing a meal. Children share stories about meals: importance of meals and with whom we share meals. Make sure this is a development of the work begun in K.2. 

· Read the story of Jesus sharing a meal with his disciples (John 21:1-14) using KWL Big Book, The Easter Story, ‘Jesus is Alive’.

or
· Tell the story using KWL ch 7 and 3D materials:

- Figures for Jesus, disciples

- Felt to represent sea and shore

- A wooden boat

· Invite the children to wonder with you using KWL p50:
· As a response to the wondering, pray with the children: include prayer from KWL p51, an Easter song using the word ‘Alleluia’ and proclaim the Word – Jn 21:13-14. Explain briefly and simply the importance of the word ‘Alleluia’ in relation to Easter.

· Create a wall display using the letters to make the word ‘Alleluia’. Display children’s work around the word.

· Children role play the story using KWL ch 7. Use the dialogue. Children creatively change the dialogue to today’s language.  What would you say if you were in the boat? Teacher models a written response. Children write what they would say to Jesus.

· Class celebrates a simple Liturgy of Thanksgiving. Use the prayer in KWL p51. 
Teacher might say a prayer to focus on thanking God for Jesus. 
Response: Thank you, God. 
Allow children to give thanks for something (including food) and use the response. Then have a special class meal. It might be simply going out to lunch 10 minutes early and eating together – a mini picnic. 
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