K.1   
Welcome

This unit establishes simple prayer routines with a focus on the Sign of the Cross. Key symbols and religious objects in the school and parish environment are explored. The unit introduces sacred space, a prayer place and the importance of time to pray. Through the use of the Christ candle, children are introduced to the image of Jesus, as the light of the world. The foundational image of Jesus as the Good Shepherd is also presented through the story of the Good Shepherd.
Outcomes

Students will be able to:

ES1.1
recognise the Bible as the sacred Scriptures of the Christian community
ES1.3
communicate basic knowledge about Jesus

ES1.7
demonstrate growing familiarity with key signs, symbols, and rituals of the Catholic Tradition

ES1.10 
participate in formal and informal prayer
	Scripture
	Doctrine

	Students are introduced to doctrine through Scripture and the living Tradition of the Church.

	John 8:12
Jesus, the light of the world
	· Jesus is the light of the world

	John 10:3-5,14
The Good Shepherd
	· God speaks to us in the Bible which is the Church’s sacred book

	Psalm 23:1-3 
The Lord is my shepherd
	· Prayer is loving God; speaking, listening and singing to God 

	
	· I am known, loved and cared for by God 

	
	· God loves us 

	
	· God is Father, Son and Holy Spirit


Spiritual Reflection for Teachers

As part of her studies, Maria, a primary school teacher, heard a lecture describing an ancient monastic form of prayer called Lectio Divina. Lectio Divina is a slow, prayerful reading of Scripture allowing God to speak to our circumstances today. 

Although Maria was familiar with the process, there were some things the lecturer mentioned which she had not considered before. He shared some of the things that he did in preparing for the experience:

a) Place the Bible in a special place in your home or room. Some people also place a candle or a cloth near it. 

b) Body positioning: It can be helpful to place your body into a position which allows you to be more attentive or receptive to the Word. 

c) Pray for the gift of openness and receptivity. 

Something about these suggestions spoke to Maria. She went home and cleared her chair, which was usually covered with clothes and placed her Bible onto it. This became her praying chair. When she prayed she would take a moment to position her body and pray for the gift of openness. 

Maria commented, “These simple suggestions have profoundly impacted on my prayer life. They have helped me to find a space for prayer in my daily life. I feel more able to slow down and listen to the Word. Even when I rush into my room, I see my Bible on my chair and find myself reflecting on God for those few seconds.”

· Is there a place or space where you feel drawn to pray? 

· Do you have any routine which helps you to slow down the busy mind before praying? 

· Are there symbols from the Catholic tradition which have particular significance to you? (candles, water, rosary beads….)
Catechism of the Catholic Church

Excerpts from the Catechism of the Catholic Church are included below as information for teachers. They present the Church’s teachings contained in the unit.

2688
The catechesis of children, young people, and adults aims at teaching them to meditate on the Word of God in personal prayer, practising it in liturgical prayer, and internalising it at all times in order to bear fruit in a new life… The memorisation of basic prayers offers an essential support to the life of prayer, but it is important to help learners savour their meaning.
2691
… For personal prayer, this can be a ‘prayer corner’ with the Sacred Scriptures and icons, in order to be there, in secret, before our Father. In a Christian family, this kind of little oratory fosters prayer in common.

261
The mystery of the Most Holy Trinity is the central mystery of the Christian faith and of Christian life. God alone can make it known to us by revealing himself as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

2158
God calls each one by name. Everyone’s name is sacred. The name is the icon of the person. It demands respect as a sign of the dignity of the one who bears it.

754
The Church is, accordingly, a sheepfold, the sole and necessary gateway to which is Christ.  It is also the flock of which God himself foretold that he would be the shepherd, and whose sheep, even though governed by human shepherds, are unfailingly nourished and led by Christ himself, the Good Shepherd and Prince of Shepherds, who gave his life for his sheep.
Scripture: Background Information

John 8:12
Jesus, the light of the world

The writer of John’s Gospel uses the image of light and darkness frequently and very effectively. Most of us like light. Life generally seems happier when the sun is shining. Many small children are afraid of the dark so the image of Jesus as the light of the world is an appealing one. Of course in Jesus’ time there would not have been the bright lights that can be generated today. So the Gospel writer would be referring to images of candle light, lamp light, fire light and sunlight. All of these images can be explored with children for their useful beauty as can the brighter modern lights.  

John 10:3-5, 14
The Good Shepherd

In this ancient yet contemporary parable, Jesus declares himself both as the ‘door’ (or gate) for the sheep and as the Good Shepherd. As the ‘door’, Jesus is the gateway to the Kingdom of God. As the Good Shepherd, Jesus exists to save the sheep and lead them to abundant life. He has a profound and personal relationship with them such that he is prepared to die for them. 
          

Suggested Assessment

Suggestions for determining students’ development towards the achievement of the outcomes are included below:
ES1.1
recognise the Bible as the sacred Scriptures of the Christian community
The students typically might:

· show reverence for the Bible

ES1.3
communicate basic knowledge about Jesus

The students typically might:
· recount/retell the story of the Good Shepherd
· respond to the story: oral or written, art, movement, wondering etc
ES1.7
demonstrate growing familiarity with key signs, symbols, and rituals of the Catholic Tradition
The students typically might:
· identify the Bible, cross and candle in the prayer place

ES1.10 
participate in formal and informal prayer

The students typically might:

· make the Sign of the Cross
· share a prayer of thanks

Resources

To Know Worship and Love – Prep/Kindergarten, Chapters 1 and 2, (2005), James Goold House Publications, Melbourne, Victoria
To Know Worship and Love – Big Book, The Good Shepherd, ‘The Good Shepherd’
Teacher Resources 
Catholic Diocese of Lismore, Creative Activities for the Liturgical Year: Preparatory, John Garrett Publishing, Mulgrave, Victoria
Audio Visual
Catholic Education Office, Sydney (1985 & 2004), Things We See in Church, CEO Sydney, Leichhardt

Music

Compilations, (2002), ‘Light Up The Candle/Blow Out the Candle’, ‘God’s Circle of Love’, As One Voice For Kids, Willow Connection, Brookvale, NSW
Flack J, (1987), ‘Light of the World’, Just Life, Willow Connection, Brookvale, NSW

Landry C & Kinghorn C J, (1986), ‘Wherever I Am’, Hi God 3, North American Liturgy Resources, Phoenix, Arizona
Websites
www.sacredspace.ie 
NOTE:  See RE Online for additional resources for this unit.

Unit Content A:  Our Prayer Place

The prayer place is a special space to be with God.
Students will:

· explore the concept of a prayer place
· learn the Sign of the Cross

Background Information

This Unit Content is intended to form part of the students’ welcome and orientation to a Catholic school. Active participation in the celebrations, prayer and liturgical life of the Church community is an important expression of the Catholic identity of the school community. Some students arrive at school with a limited experience of Catholic cultural traditions and symbols. Involvement in experiences of prayer and ritual will be varied. Students need to be able to recognise basic symbols of the Catholic tradition and be introduced to basic routines and practices for participating in prayer.

The script ‘Our Prayer Place’ provided in ‘Resource Sheet 1’ has been written for the purpose of setting the atmosphere and foundation for the year. The script is divided into four parts with the intention that the established routines be repeated throughout the unit to set the pattern for students’ engagement in religious experiences throughout the year. It is suggested that teachers move slowly and carefully through each part, keeping in mind the attention span of young children and their need for repetition. Students need to be introduced to the meaning and actions of liturgy and prayer in a sensorimotor way. It is important that the teacher is conscious of modeling the expected actions and behaviours such as reverencing the Bible, making the Sign of the Cross, moving gently in the prayer place or listening quietly to others.

Students will also need to participate in experiences of prayer and liturgy with the wider school and parish community. It will be important to familiarise students with the Church building and acts of reverence such as genuflecting and the blessing with holy water.

The biblical image of Jesus, the light of the world is foundational to this unit. It introduces the Christ candle for use with class prayer. The ‘Scripture: Background Information’ will be useful for teachers when exploring the image of light with students and helping them bring their own experiences into dialogue with the Scripture story. It is important that the students are encouraged to tell and work with the Scripture in a setting which respects and allows mystery, awe and wonder to draw them into relationship with God.
While this Unit Content focuses on creating a prayer place in the classroom, it is important for teachers to note that the prayer place should be a dynamic area which changes to reflect the liturgical seasons and also the work being explored in Religious Education. The basic symbols of the cross, Bible and candle should remain constant, however other objects can be added to reflect the scriptural or sacramental focus and the colour of the liturgical season.
Suggested teaching/learning strategies

The following suggested activities are organised around the key elements of Telling the Story, Wondering, Exploring and Prayer. Teachers select, adapt or substitute activities, ensuring that each of the abovementioned elements is evident in the cycle of learning.
· Tell the story of ‘Our Prayer Place’. Begin by presenting ‘Our Prayer Place, Part I’. See ‘Resource Sheet 1’ for script. As the ‘story’ is told construct a ‘prayer place’ in the classroom. The script outlines the materials and steps for doing this with the students.

· Use KWL ch 1 to review concept of prayer place. Engage with some of the ‘I wonder’ statements on p9. 

· Learn ‘Wherever I Am God Is’ from Hi God 3 or another suitable song. Explain to children that God is in all places at all times. Ask students to name some things that help them to think about God and remember that God is with us all the time. Refer back to the prayer place to talk about how some objects help to remind us of God and help us to be with God.

· Give students opportunity to respond to creating a prayer place through one or more of the following activities.  The activities could be done as rotation activities over several sessions.

· Make a prayer place. Have a basket with a variety of small candles, crosses, Bibles, cloths, flowers etc and invite students to design their own prayer place.  

· What’s in our prayer place? Play a ‘What Am I?’ game. Give clues for objects that are in the prayer place and students guess what the objects are.
· A Quiet Place. Students are invited to draw or paint a picture of a special place where they like to be quiet.  In pairs, students share why they like this quiet place.

· Sign of the Cross. Use ‘Talk2God’ site with data projector at www.sacredspace.ie 
(It leads children through the Sign of the Cross.)

· Take class for an exploratory walk around the school and if possible the parish church. Identify objects and places such as statues, crucifixes, religious art and symbols that remind us of God and of belonging to a Catholic school. If possible, arrange to visit an older class and look at their prayer place. The experience could be extended to meet some of the special people, such as the Principal, the REC and the Parish Priest. They help us to be with God and to learn about God.

· Use 2D images to explore with students the concept of light. Show images and talk about different types of light such as sunlight, candle light, fire light, lamp light, moon light. Discuss light as a thing of beauty and as something necessary for life. Creative Activities for the Liturgical Year: Preparatory Level has suitable images in the ‘Advent Years Teacher Resource 1’.

· Tell the story of ‘Jesus the Light of the World’. Use ‘Resource Sheet 2’, ‘Our Prayer Place, Part II’ to begin to introduce the scriptural image of Jesus – the light of the world. Invite students to respond by creating a picture that shows how the story about the light feels to them.  

· Learn song ‘Light Up the Candle / Blow Out the Candle’ from As One Voice For Kids or Jennie Flack’s ‘Light of the World’.
· Proclaim the story of the Light using ‘Resource Sheet 3’, ‘Our Prayer Place, Part III’.  Engage with the ‘I wonder’ statements: I wonder who is like the Light.  I wonder how it feels to be one with the Light.
· Make a candle shaped bookmark ‘I am the Light of the World’.
· Make a candle out of gold foil cardboard; attach a red foil flame with thread.

· Tell the story of the Church as a special prayer place. Use ‘Resource Sheet 4’, ‘Our Prayer Place, Part IV’ to introduce to students the Church as a special place to be with God. Practise with students how to genuflect and use holy water to make the Sign of the Cross. The CD Things We See in Church has some good images that could be used as discussion starters.

Unit Content B:  The Good Shepherd

The story of The Good Shepherd tells us about God’s love.
Students will:

· listen and respond to the story of The Good Shepherd

· reflect on experiences of being loved and protected
Background Information

The story of the Good Shepherd is a key story to introduce students to the person of Jesus. The students construct their image of Jesus through the Good Shepherd. The story relates directly to the needs of the younger child for love, security, belonging and reassurance. The students will relate to the security and safety provided by the Good Shepherd and the sheepfold. Through the power of the parable foundations are laid for students to enter the story, encounter the love of God and build a relationship with Jesus, the Good Shepherd who loves all people.

The story presented in this Unit Content is based on John 10:3-5,14 and Psalm 23:1-3. Be careful not to become confused with the Parable of the Lost Sheep in Matthew’s Gospel. In opening up the story with students the focus should be on the Good Shepherd as someone who loves, protects and cares for his sheep. As you explore the story with the students it is important that they sense the care and concern of the Good Shepherd. This will lay foundations for work with the Parable of the Lost Sheep, which is dealt with in later units.

Suggested teaching/learning strategies

The following suggested activities are organised around the key elements of Telling the Story, Wondering, Exploring and Prayer. Teachers select, adapt or substitute activities, ensuring that each of the abovementioned elements is evident in the cycle of learning.
· Before using the story of the Good Shepherd involve students in a ‘dramatic life experience’ activity where they create body shapes/movements to express key emotions/feelings taken from life experiences that relate to recognition, trust, security, fear and caution; joy and contentment. Begin with a statement such as:  

Think of a time you were waiting for someone you really loved to come along. When you saw them coming how did you feel? What did you do to show you recognised them? Make your body into a shape that shows you are happy about seeing that person. Create similar scenarios to explore some of the other emotions/feelings. 
Tell the story of the Good Shepherd, KWL pp10-13 (Jn 10:3-5,14) using 2D figures.  See ‘Resource Sheet 5’ for script and RE Online for 2D masters.
· Present four or five ‘I wonder’ statements from KWL p14 to engage students in wondering together about the story. Finish with: ‘I wonder who looks after me and protects me’ and ‘I wonder who the Good Shepherd is like’.
· Show a picture of a Middle Eastern shepherd with some sheep and talk about how the shepherd’s job is to look after the sheep. Wonder together about some of the things they might do to care for the sheep. Explain that a long time ago in the country where Jesus grew up shepherds often knew each of their sheep by name.
· Re-enact the story with the teacher as the Good Shepherd and the class being sheep. Create a sheepfold with the classroom desks/tables. Invite the student/sheep to enter the sheepfold. Act out the story with the teacher leading the students around the classroom, around the dangerous places and to a ‘beautiful place with green grass, cool water and good things to eat.’ Expand activity to role play a variety of scenarios involving the shepherd taking care of the sheep. Make connections to the emotions/feelings explored in ‘dramatic life experience’ activity. Engage with some more of the ‘I wonder’ statements from KWL p14.

· Give students opportunity to respond to the story through one or more of the following activities. The activities could be done as rotation activities over several sessions.
· Students use the 2D materials used by the teacher to retell story in their own words.  This helps them to ‘stay with the story’ and ponder it.

· Make a cardboard sheep. Invite students to cut around a template of a sheep and apply cotton wool to it. Create a sheepfold with sticks or stones in the prayer place where students can put their sheep.

· Make their own story materials using a template of cut out figures of a shepherd, some sheep and fences for a sheep fold. Retell the story individually or in small groups.

· Students choose a part of the story they would like to draw or paint. ‘Paints’ or ‘Kids Pix’ could be used.

· Revisit the story using the Big Book, ‘The Good Shepherd’ as a shared book experience.  

· Learn a song like ‘God’s Circle of Love’ or ‘Jesus is a Friend’ from As One Voice For Kids.

· Explore with students the concept of each person’s name being special. Relate to the concept that God loves, cares for and knows each person by name. Relate back to the story. Invite students to decorate an outline of their name on a card or cutout of a sheep to be used in the prayer celebration. The cards will be attached to threads to form a mobile with a sign ‘The Good Shepherd knows each one by name’. 

· Prayer celebration: The prayer place should have a candle and a Bible with a marker at John 10:3-5,14. In the space create a sheepfold with pop sticks or stones and a sign that says ‘The Good Shepherd knows each one by name’. The students will need the name card they decorated in previous activity.
· Use a similar structure to the suggestion in ‘Resource Sheet 3’, ‘Our Prayer Place, Part III’ to lead the students into the prayer experience.  

· Read the Scripture, John 10:3-5,14 slowly and reverently.

· Show and read the sign ‘The Good Shepherd knows each one by name’. Encourage the students to repeat it. Read it again and invite students to hold up their name cards. Students take a turn to say their name out aloud and place it in the sheepfold. At the end the teacher reads the caption again.

· Use the prayer from KWL p15 to lead the students in a prayer response based on Psalm 23. Allow some time for shared prayer.

· Finish by making the Sign of the Cross.

· Sing a suitable song.

Resource Sheet 1
Our Prayer Place

PART I
YOU WILL NEED:

*  a small table ready

*  a box or basket containing a green cloth, Bible/bookstand, candle, cross and matches next to your 
chair
Invite children to sit reverently in a circle in the part of the classroom where you intend to set up a prayer place. Begin by saying…

In our classroom we are going to make a special prayer place to be with God.  It is a place we can be quiet with God. We can listen to God and talk to God. In this prayer place we will have some special objects to help us to be with God.  Let’s look at some of these special objects.

Place the table in the prayer place.

First we will put this table in our prayer place to keep our special things on.

Cover the table with the green cloth.

At this time of the year we put a green cloth on the table. Green is a colour that reminds us that God is with us all the time.

I wonder what else we might put in our prayer place.  Let’s see…Here we have a Bible.  

Take out and hold the Bible up for all children to see. Be conscious of handling the Bible in a reverent manner.

The Bible is a special book which has lots of stories.  We can hear some of the special stories of God from the Bible, here in our prayer place.  I wonder where else you hear special stories about God …

When we carry our Bible or when we read from our Bible we hold it carefully and gently just like this.

Demonstrate how to carry, lift and hold the Bible in a reverent manner. Invite one or two children to demonstrate how to carry, lift and hold the Bible.  Give praise.

Let’s put our class Bible in a special place in our prayer place.

Place the Bible on a stand on the table.

I wonder what else we might put in our prayer place…Let’s see.

Take out cross and show to children.

Here we have a cross.  I wonder where else you might see a cross…

This cross reminds us of our special friend Jesus.  In our prayer place we can hear some of the special stories of Jesus from the Bible and we can wonder about Jesus together.  Let’s put our cross in a special place on our prayer place.

Place the cross on the table.

I wonder what else we might put in our prayer place…Let’s see.

Take out candle and show to children.

Look, a candle.  I wonder why we have a candle for our prayer place…

In our Church we light candles to remind us that Jesus is always with us.  We can light the candle when we are talking to God or when we are listening to special stories of God from the Bible.
Let’s put our candle in a special place.

Place the candle on the table.

This is our prayer place.  

Point to all four objects as you name them again.

It has a green cloth, a Bible, a candle and a cross.  It is a very special place.

When we are in our prayer place, it is a special time in class when we can talk to God.  When we say a prayer to God we hold our hands like this, watch:

Demonstrate how to hold hands together for prayer.

Let’s see if you can do it… Give praise.

We can begin with a special prayer called The Sign of the Cross.  It goes like this, watch:

Say and make the Sign of the Cross.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Let’s see if you can do it…

Continue to demonstrate and encourage children to copy the words and action for the Sign of the Cross. Give praise.

Engage with ‘I wonder’, KWL p9.
Resource Sheet 2
Our Prayer Place

PART II
You will need: 
· 6-8 tea light candles

· matches
Invite children to come to sit in the prayer place.

Let’s see if we remember some of the special objects in our prayer place.

Briefly point to and name the special symbols on the prayer place, green cloth, Bible, candle, cross.

When we are in our prayer place we can talk to God. Do we remember how to hold our hands together for praying… Let’s begin with our special prayer called The Sign of the Cross. Let’s see if we remember how it goes. It goes like this, watch:

Say and make the Sign of the Cross.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Let’s see if you can do it…

Say and make the Sign of the Cross together.

When we are in this prayer place we try to walk more gently and talk more quietly so we do not disturb others. We try to listen carefully to others. In this special prayer place we can be with God, we can talk to God and listen to God. We can hear some of the special stories of God from the Bible and we can wonder about God together. When we come to our special prayer place we need to get ourselves ready to be with God. Let’s see how we will get ourselves ready to be with God.

When we come to the floor or the circle we need to walk gently and slowly and find a space to sit.

Invite a child to walk to their table/desk and back again.  Give a few children a turn.  Practice with whole class walking to their seats and back again.

Another thing to remember when we are in our special prayer place is to speak in a quiet voice and to listen to others when they are speaking. We need to give everyone a chance to speak and wonder about God. If we are too noisy we might disturb someone who is speaking to God or listening to God.  Let’s see if we can speak clearly and listen quietly. Ready? Listen:  My name is….

Give all children an opportunity to say their names in a clear voice. My name is…

When we are getting ready to listen to one of the special stories of God from the Bible we need to sit in a special way. We sometimes sit by crossing our legs and putting our hands in our laps. Sometimes, when it is a special story from the Gospel our Church always stands, so we do this too.  I wonder if you can do that.

Invite a child to demonstrate how we need to sit and how to stand.  Encourage all children to have a go.  Give praise.

When we are listening to one of the special stories of God from the Bible we need to become very quiet. We can get quiet by making ourselves very still. Let’s try to make our bodies very quiet and still. This is how. Close your eyes and listen to the quietness…Make your whole body still…See if you can make your legs and feet very still…See if you can make your arms and hands very still…See if you can make your head and shoulders very still…Feel all of your body getting very still.   Now feel your own breathing…  Feel yourself breathing in and breathing out…breathing in and breathing out… in…and out…  Feel your breathing become slower and quiet… Now we are ready to listen to one of God’s special stories.  Open your eyes and be ready.  This is a story about the Light.
Place the candle from the prayer place in front of you where all children can see it.

Once there was someone who seemed so wonderful that lots of people wanted to be near him.  They followed him everywhere. They wanted to know more about him and all the magnificent things he did.  One time he said to them ‘I am the Light of the world’.

Light the candle on the word ‘Light’.

Let’s enjoy the light together.

Sit quietly enjoying the light.

Many people followed the Light and loved the Light.  People who love the Light became one with the Light.  Watch.

Hold up a tea light candle and say…

This is one person’s light.

Light the tea light candle from the class candle and place it next to the class candle.  Take up another tea light and say…

This is another person’s light.

Light the tea light candle from the class candle and place next to the first tea light. Repeat action and words for a further four candles, then say…

Look at the light. It is growing and getting bigger.  All the light came from the Light here.

Point to the class candle.

The Light is in many places at the same time.   

Point to the small candles and light one or two more.

The Light is not smaller.  It is still the same…I wonder how the Light can stay the same even though so much light is given away. 

Point to the class candle.

Many people come to the Light and receive their light.  They become one with the Light because they love the Light.  Your light and my light can become one with the Light too.  Watch.  This is my light.  

Light another tea light and place with the others.

Let’s enjoy the Light.

Sit quietly enjoying the light.

Let’s make something that shows how this story about the Light feels to you.  I will give you some crayons and some paper and you can make a picture about the Light.  You can work on your table or on the floor here.  

Resource Sheet 3
Our Prayer Place
PART III

You will need: 

· Bible 

· class candle 

· matches 

· bookmark 
Invite children to come to sit in the prayer place.

When we are in our prayer place we can talk to God and we can listen to God too. We begin with a special prayer called The Sign of the Cross. Let’s join our hands together and see if we remember how it goes. It goes like this, watch:

Say and make the Sign of the Cross.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Let’s see if you can do it… Give praise

Take the Bible and hold it up for all children to see.

The Bible is a special book. We can listen to God by reading the Bible.  

And we light our class candle to remind us that Jesus is still with us as we listen to the Word of God in the Bible.

Light the class candle.

The story we heard before about the Light is in the Bible.  Let’s look.

Open the Bible to John 8:12 and turn it so the children can see the words.  Then read the words slowly and reverently. Pause for a moment and then lead children through ‘I Wonder’ questions…

I wonder who is like the Light.
I wonder how it feels to be one with the Light.
I am going to put a bookmark in the Bible to mark the place where the story about the Light is found. You might look at these words yourself later, or someone might read them to you.

Put the bookmark in the Bible and place the Bible reverently back on its stand in the prayer place.

Now let us talk to God and say thank you to God. You can say one thing you are thankful for or you might say something about the story of the Light. You can say your prayer out aloud or you can say it quietly. God can hear us even if we don’t speak out aloud. God listens to us all the time.  If we want to pray aloud we need to remember to wait for our turn. If one person is speaking we have to listen and wait for our turn. Let’s join our hands together ready to pray…

Give enough time for prayer.  Encourage silent spaces.  When the praying is over, say…

Let’s finish by making the Sign of the Cross together.

Say and make the Sign of the Cross.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Invite children to walk quietly back to tables/desks.

Resource Sheet 4
Our Prayer Place

PART IV
YOU WILL NEED:
· small bowl of water
Invite children to come to sit in the prayer place.

When we are in our prayer place we can talk to God and we can listen to God too. Our prayer place is a special space we can be with God. I wonder if you know other special places to be with God…
Encourage a variety of responses.

The Church building is a special place where lots of people gather to be with God, to talk to God and listen to God. It is a big space so there is room for everyone. When people enter the Church they move slowly and quietly and talk gently as a sign of reverence. I wonder what it means to be reverent…

Invite a child to walk to the door and back again in a slow, gentle manner.  Give a few children a turn.  Practise with whole class walking around the room and back to the prayer place again.

When people enter the Church they dip their fingers in holy water and make the Sign of the Cross just like this…

Demonstrate how to dip fingers in the water and make the Sign of the Cross.  

People bless themselves with holy water and make the Sign of the Cross to show that God is with them.

Invite one or two students to have a go at blessing themselves.  Practise with everyone.

Let’s put the bowl of water on our prayer place to remind us about blessing ourselves with the Sign of the Cross to show that God is with us.

Place bowl of water on prayer place.

Another thing people do to get ready to be with God in the Church is to genuflect just like this…

Demonstrate how to genuflect.  Repeat a few times as you say…

People genuflect when they come into the Church to show they know Jesus is with them in a special way in the Church.

Practise genuflecting with students.  Give praise.

Visit the Church building and identify some key objects there – altar, statues, font, lectern, tabernacle, cross.  Practise blessing with holy water and genuflecting. Allow a short time for students to sit in silence and enjoy the quiet and stillness.
The script for Our Prayer Place is based on ideas from:

To Know Worship and Love – Kindergarten, Chapter 1, (2005), James Goold House Publications, Melbourne, Victoria
Stewart Sonja M and Berryman Jerome W (1989), Young Children and Worship, Westminster John Knox Press, Louisville

Resource Sheet 5
The good shepherd

KWL Chapter 2 
(John 10:3-5,14)
You will need:

· Good Shepherd figure, 5 sheep (see RE Online for 2D masters)
· Green felt underlay to create story on; paddle pop sticks or brown felt strips to make sheepfold; patch of light blue felt to make water; patches of dark brown felt to make rocks and places of danger
Children are seated in a semi-circle ready to listen to the story. When the children are settled, go to the shelf and carry the materials as you would the Bible. Place these beside you. Begin by saying:
Let’s tell a story together. We have some things here which will help us to tell the story.

Roll out the green underlay and say:  

I wonder what this could be? Allow a few responses before saying: It’s very green and soft, it could be grass.  Let’s see what else we have.

Place the light blue felt patch and say:

This is a lovely cool place.  It’s very blue. I wonder what it could be? 
Allow a few responses before saying:  
It could be water, nice cool water.

Place the dark brown felt pieces to create rocky areas and places of danger.  As you create them say:

We also have some dark places in our story. It’s very dark in these places. It could be dangerous. Maybe they are rocky areas. Let’s see what else we have to make our story.

Take out the paddle pop sticks or felt strips and create a sheepfold.

We have a special place that is very safe. It has strong fences and a gate to go inside and outside. I wonder who lives here? Allow a few responses before continuing.

Take out the sheep and place in the sheepfold and continue…

Hmm… sheep. If sheep live here in this special place it must be a sheepfold.  A sheepfold is a safe place for sheep to be. I think we are ready to tell the story now, let’s begin.

Lots of people wanted to be near Jesus. They followed him and listened to everything he said.  They wondered who he was. He was different from anybody they had ever met.

Take out the Good Shepherd figure, hold it up and say:

Once when he wanted to tell them who he was, Jesus said: ‘I am the Good Shepherd’.

Move the Good Shepherd next to the sheepfold.  Touch each of the sheep as you say:

The shepherd loves his sheep, and knows each one by its name.

Move the Good Shepherd to a space on the grass outside the sheepfold.

The sheep know his voice and come when he calls.

They follow him wherever he goes.

Move each of the sheep from inside the sheepfold to a space near the Good Shepherd.
Move the Good Shepherd to another place on the green grass. Move the sheep one by one to follow him.

During the daytime, he takes them out and goes with them. They would not follow a stranger.

Move the Good Shepherd and the sheep next to the water. Place the sheep around the water as if they were drinking.

He takes them to beautiful places with green grass, cool water and good things to eat.  They are happy.
Move the Good Shepherd and the sheep near to the rocky places and say:

The Good Shepherd goes ahead of his sheep and protects them.

Slide the Good Shepherd through the rocks to safety. Then move the sheep one by one through the places of danger and back to the shepherd.

Move the Good Shepherd along with the sheep following until you get back to the sheepfold.  Move the sheep one by one back into the sheepfold and close the gate.

At night he leads them back to a special place called the sheepfold where they are safe.

Sit quietly for a moment and begin to wonder together.

Use ‘I wonders’ from KWL p14.
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Carefully pack story materials into storage box and put on shelf. Ensure that children are watching so they know how to pack the materials away and where to find them.

Route of Good Shepherd





Green underlay – grassed areas




















Pop sticks or brown felt strips – sheepfold





Light blue felt piece – water area





Brown felt pieces – rocks, areas of danger





�








� To Know Worship and Love Teaching Companion – Level 1, (2001), James Goold House Publications, Melbourne, Victoria, p39


� Adapted from To Know Worship and Love Teaching Companion – Level 1, (2001), James Goold House Publications, Melbourne, Victoria, p42
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