
2.8    Advent and Christmas
In this unit students learn about Advent as a time of waiting and hoping. Through the Jesse Tree, students recall some Old Testament people who waited in joyful expectation for the coming of Jesus. Through the stories of Elizabeth and Zechariah and Anna and Simeon, students are introduced to some people of the New Testament who waited for Jesus, the promised light and saviour who would lead people out of darkness and into freedom. 
Unit Content B focuses on Matthew’s account of the birth of Jesus and the visit of the Magi who followed the star to the promised light of Jesus.
Outcomes

Students will be able to:
S1.2
demonstrate growing familiarity with Scripture stories
S1.7.1
identify the key times of the liturgical year

S1.7.2
identify key symbols, signs and rituals of the Catholic Tradition
	Scripture
	Doctrine

	Students are introduced to doctrine through Scripture and the living Tradition of the Church.

	Isaiah 9:1,5-7 
The People In Darkness… 
A Child is Born

Matthew 2:1-12 
Herod and the Wise Men
Isaiah 11:1-2,6-9 
The Coming of the Virtuous King

Luke 1:5-25 
Elizabeth and Zechariah 

Luke 2:22-38 
Anna and Simeon
	· During Advent we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus at Christmas
· The people of God waited in hope for the coming of God among them

· Jesus is God’s son

· Jesus brings hope and peace to our world


Spiritual Reflection for Teachers

Waiting is a common human experience. Waiting is not passive. It implies getting ready, even if it is an interior getting ready – psychologically, mentally, and spiritually. 

Advent can remind us of all the waiting times in life. 

As we wait for Christmas, are we aware that we join a long history of people who waited? 

We wait with all the people of Israel who waited for the Messiah. 

We wait with Mary and Joseph, Elizabeth and Zechariah, Anna and Simeon. 

We wait in unity with the long line of people throughout history.  

· What are we waiting for?

· How do we get ready?

· What gifts do we bring? 

· Do we see ourselves, in all our humanity, as gifts?
Catechism of the Catholic Church

Excerpts from the Catechism of the Catholic Church are included below as information for teachers. They present the Church’s teachings contained in the unit.
522
The coming of God’s Son to earth is an event of such immensity that God willed to prepare for it over centuries. He makes everything converge on Christ: all the rituals and sacrifices, figures and symbols of the “First Covenant”. He announces him through the mouths of the prophets who succeeded one another in Israel. Moreover, he awakens in the hearts of the pagans a dim expectation of this coming.
524
When the Church celebrates the liturgy of Advent each year, she makes present this ancient expectancy of the Messiah, for by sharing in the long preparation for the Saviour’s first coming, the faithful renew their ardent desire for his second coming. By celebrating the precursor’s birth and martyrdom, the Church unites herself to his desire: “He must increase, but I must decrease”.
528
The Epiphany is the manifestation of Jesus as Messiah of Israel, Son of God and Saviour of the world. The great feast of Epiphany celebrates the adoration of Jesus by the wise men (magi) from the East, together with his baptism in the Jordan and the wedding feast at Cana in Galilee. In the magi, representatives of the neighbouring pagan religions, the Gospel sees the first-fruits of the nations, who welcome the good news of salvation through the Incarnation. The magi’s coming to Jerusalem in order to pay homage to the king of the Jews shows that they seek in Israel, in the messianic light of the star of David, the one who will be king of the nations. Their coming means that pagans can discover Jesus and worship as Son of God and Saviour of the world only by turning toward the Jews and receiving from them the messianic promise as contained in the Old Testament. The Epiphany shows that “the full number of the nations” now takes its “place in the family of the patriarchs”, and acquires Israelitica dignitas (are made “worthy of the heritage of Israel”).
529 The presentation of Jesus in the temple shows him to be the firstborn Son who belongs to the Lord. With Simeon and Anna, all Israel awaits its encounter with the Saviour – the name given to this event in the Byzantine tradition. Jesus is recognised as the long-expected Messiah, the “light to the nations” and the “glory of Israel,” but also “a sign that is spoken against.” The sword of sorrow predicted for Mary announces Christ’s perfect and unique oblation on the cross that will impart the salvation God had :prepared in the presence of all peoples”.
2584 In their “one to one” encounters with God, the prophets draw light and strength for their mission. Their prayer is not flight from this unfaithful world, but rather attentiveness to the Word of God. At times their prayer is an argument or a complaint, but it is always an intercession that awaits and prepares for the intervention of the Saviour God, the Lord of history.
Scripture: Background Information

Isaiah 9:1, 5-7
The People in Darkness … A Child is Born

The prophet Isaiah in this first section of the Book of Isaiah is speaking in 8th century BC Jerusalem. “A light has shone” (verse 1). The poetic image of light and darkness is sublime poetry and appropriate for a northern hemisphere Advent and Christmas where it is dark and wintry. Hence we focus on light as a decoration at Christmas time. “There is a child born for us” (verse 5). Here Isaiah is referring to a child born into the royal Davidic family of his day (8th century BC) with the hope that this child will be a great ruler. The prophets are very much persons of their times. They reflect on the signs of their time and direct people how best to live the covenant relationship with God. This passage is a statement about the exalted position of the Davidic dynasty and ruler from that family. The Davidic house had been promised eternal existence in the second book of Samuel – 2 Samuel 7:8-16. Isaiah is not consciously writing about Jesus. He is writing for the people of his own time. However, the early Church quickly identified Jesus in this and other Messianic texts. This is possible as the author, text and readers are inspired by the Holy Spirit. Hence, this prophecy is fulfilled in Jesus. The passage is used during Advent and Christmas because it is a messianic prophecy and applies to Jesus. This passage speaks both of the prophet’s own historical age and of all ages.

Matthew 2:1-12
Herod and the Wise Men  

The story of the three wise men is part of Matthew’s account of Jesus’ birth, but not mentioned anywhere else in the Christian Scriptures. As their portrayal suggests they symbolize wisdom but they also represent the other nations apart from Israel. The text does not tell us exactly how many wise men there were but we assume three because there are three gifts – gold, frankincense and myrrh. In later interpretations, the gifts came to represent royalty, divinity and suffering or virtue, prayer and suffering. They certainly are unusual gifts and do appear to be very symbolic in purpose and in fact. Gifts are now a substantial part of Christmas for us. Thus gifts such as these, of symbolic meaning may be more appropriate than the blatant commercialism of Christmas shopping in our society. Herod the Great was a vassal king of the Jewish people under the Romans. He ruled from 37-4 BC and was a very dominant and often violent autocrat.

Isaiah 11:1-2, 6-9
The Coming of the Virtuous King

A utopian vision of hope set in the context of the need for a perfect leader. This text begins with - “a shoot springs from the stock of Jesse.” Jesse was the father of King David and lived about 200 years earlier. The new ruler would therefore come from the family of David and would establish true justice, which in turn leads to perfect peace. The image of creation being at harmony where cow and bear are friends and children play with snakes is perhaps over the top but an ideal to be encouraged. Justice and knowledge seem to be the major contributors to an ideal earth. Thus education, it would seem, has an important role in creating good leaders. Is Isaiah’s vision possible? In part, perhaps. Let us encourage our students to see the possibilities of living in peace with our world and its people.

Luke 1:5-24
Elizabeth and Zechariah 

Luke begins his Gospel with the biblical story of an elderly childless couple. We are immediately reminded of Abraham and Sarah, the famous parents of the Hebrew people. They also were barren. Their story is recorded in the book of Genesis. Usually in biblical literature when a couple or a woman have been childless for a long time and then learn that they are expecting a child, it is a sure sign that they will have a famous child, usually a son. This of course happens to Elizabeth and Zechariah – whose son is John the Baptist. Zechariah is fulfilling his priestly duties before returning home to Elizabeth. Israelite priests performed their priestly functions on a roster basis once or twice a year for a period of about 2 weeks. They must belong to a priestly tribe to even be priests. The child of this elderly couple is presented as a fore-runner to Jesus. John is linked with the famous Hebrew prophet, Elijah who traditionally is the forerunner to the Messiah. Thus the Gospel writer connects Jesus with messianic expectation at the outset of his Gospel. He cleverly suggests a new beginning also with the Abraham and Sarah allusion from Genesis.
Luke 2:22-38
Anna and Simeon

Mary and Joseph as good Jews do what the law requires of them by offering a sacrifice for her purification after childbirth as well as having Jesus circumcised. During these events the aged Simeon and Anna meet the parents and the infant Jesus in the Temple. These two elderly people – we are even told Anna’s age as 85 - are not mentioned anywhere else in the New Testament. They are depicted as people who are waiting “for Israel’s comforting” (verse 25) and “for the deliverance of Jerusalem” (verse 38). The picture we are given of Mary in these verses is of waiting and wondering and not fully understanding. She too, Simeon suggests, will have to decide and choose to believe in Jesus and his message. “You see this child: he is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, destined to be a sign that is rejected – and a sword will pierce your own soul too ...”  Waiting with hope is not easy for any of them, just as it is not always easy for us. Luke is the only New Testament writer to record any of these events.
Suggested Assessment

Suggestions for determining students’ development towards the achievement of the outcomes are included below:

S1.2
demonstrate growing familiarity with Scripture stories

The students typically might: 

· 
retell key events including key characters from Scripture stories
· 
describe the feelings and emotions in Scripture stories

· 
engage in the ‘wondering’
S1.7.1
identify the key times of the liturgical year

The students typically might: 
· 
name the season of Advent as the time when we prepare for the birth of Jesus
· 
recall and reflect upon their own experiences of waiting, relating this to the Scripture readings and spirit of Advent
· 
identify ways that they can prepare for the birth of Jesus

· 
name Christmas as the time when we celebrate the birth of Jesus
S1.7.2
identify key symbols, signs and rituals of the Catholic Tradition
The students typically might: 
· 
appropriately use the Advent Wreath during class prayer time
· 
describe different characters on the Jesse Tree and describe how they waited and prepared for the coming of Jesus
Resources
To Know Worship and Love – Book 2, Chapters 18 and 19, (2005), James Goold House Publications, Melbourne, Victoria

Teacher Resources
Pate J, (2003), Welcome – Celebrations for Young Children for the Church’s Year McCrimmon Publishing, Essex, UK
Children’s Literature

Gubb J, (1990), Here Comes Christmas, National Society/Church House Publications, London

Lucado M, (1999), The Crippled Lamb, Tommy Nelson Inc. Nashville, USA
Watts B, (1977), David’s Waiting Day, Childerse, Melbourne, Australia
Music

Compilations, One Voice For Kids, & As One Voice Volumes 1 & 2, Willow Connection Pty Ltd and Open Book Publishing, Australia
Farrell B, (1990), ‘God of Abraham’, As One Voice Volume 1, Willow Connection Pty Ltd, Australia
Ford N, (1998), ‘Wait In Hope’, As One Voice For Kids, Willow Connection and Open Book Publishing, Australia

Gibson C & Clyde H, (1969), ‘And Did You See Him, Little Star?’ As One Voice For Kids, Willow Connection and Open Book Publishing, Australia
Halloran D & Millward M, (1998), ‘We Will Make A Place Ready’, Great Gifts, Willow Connection Pty Ltd, Australia 
Herry M, (1992), ‘Joyful In Hope’, As One Voice Volume 1, Willow Connection Pty Ltd, Australia
Kearney P, (2003), ‘The Story We Share’, Growing in God, Crossover Music, PO Box 496, Mittagong NSW 
Mangan M, (1996), ‘Watch Out! Wake Up!’, ‘There Is A Child’ & ‘Follow the Christmas Star’, Follow the Star, Litmus Publications, Australia

Robinson C, (1990), ‘Elizabeth & Zechariah’, ‘The Advent Song’, ‘The Dream’, Stories, Songs & Seasons Phone 061 2 43 421859, Mobile 0404892946, chrisr@telpacific.com.au
Videos
Advent Roads, Twenty Third Publications, Mystic Connecticut, USA

Christmas Crossroads, Twenty Third Publications, Mystic Connecticut, USA

NOTE:  See RE Online for additional resources for this unit.

Unit Content A:   Waiting and Hoping
During Advent we remember the prophets and people who waited and prepared for the promised Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Students will:
· explore the season of Advent as a time of preparation and waiting for Christmas 
· identify and re-tell stories of people in the Old and New Testament who waited for the coming of the Messiah
· listen to and read Scripture stories about the coming of Jesus as the light and peace-bringer 
Background Information

Advent is a season of past, present and future. In terms of the past, Advent prepares us for the celebration of the historical coming of Jesus Christ at Christmas. 
In terms of the present, Advent reminds us that God speaks to each of us through our own personal histories, our own experiences and daily living. 
In terms of the future, Advent points us toward the time when Christ will come again. The main focus is on hope, which gives meaning to our lives. Advent is a time of hope and trust that God, through Jesus, will make all things new. 
This Unit Content includes these past, present and future aspects of Advent. Students explore the words of some prophets and recall key people they have learned about to put on the Jesse tree. Through this exploration, Advent is presented as a time of joyful anticipation and hope. Children learn about the rich history and tradition of which they are part. The Jesse Tree can be used to recall people that children have learned about and their stories.
At this early stage children could draw the people and put them on the Jesse tree.  Some of these people would include:
Abraham and Sarah, Noah, Joseph the Dreamer, Moses, David, Jonah, Elizabeth & Zechariah, John the Baptist, Mary and Joseph, Anna & Simeon, Jesus. 
It is not necessary to introduce too many explanations about the symbolism of Advent practices. It is better for students to learn by engaging in the activities and feeling part of the tradition. By changing the liturgical coloured cloth in the prayer space from green to purple/deep indigo, using an Advent wreath, a Jesse Tree and an Advent calendar, the students will become familiar with Advent practices. Further exploration will occur in Years 3–6.
Suggested teaching/learning strategies

The following suggested activities are organised around the key elements of Telling the Story, Wondering, Exploring and Prayer. Teachers select, adapt or substitute activities, ensuring that each of the abovementioned elements is evident in the cycle of learning.
· Read a story that has the theme of waiting, eg ‘David’s Waiting Day’ by Bernadette Watts.
· Explain to the students that people waited a long time before Jesus was born for a great leader and during those years people’s experiences ranged from excited anticipation to frustration and anxiety. Despite this, hope amongst the people was always present. 
· Tell the story of the people who waited for the coming of Jesus from KWL ch 18, ‘Out of Darkness’. Use ‘Resource Sheet 1’ for suggested 3D materials and actions. If possible, darken the room to create the appropriate atmosphere. 

· Use ‘I wonder’ statements from KWL p176 to further engage students with the story. 
I wonder …
- how people feel when they are in the dark
- how people feel when they are in the light
- what it is like to wait and hope for a long time
- what we wait and hope for
- who were some of the people who waited for Jesus
- how you feel after you have waited for something for a long time and it finally happens
· Sing hymn ‘Joyful In Hope’ by Michael Herry or ‘Wait In Hope’ by Nathaniel Ford. Discuss the words and feeling of the hymn as a means of introducting Advent as a hope-filled season.  

· Explore scenarios of waiting for something. Students placed into groups of three or four and role play times of waiting and anticipation, eg waiting for a bus, waiting in line at the tuckshop, waiting for food to cook, waiting for the birth of a baby, waiting for a holiday, waiting for school to break up, waiting for a birthday or special celebration, waiting at the doctor’s surgery. 

· Discuss expressions, words and feelings associated with waiting. Display associated words - anxious, excited, hopeful, nervous, frustrated, eager, energized, keen, restless, keyed up, confident, expectant, optimistic, positive, heartened, encouraged. Dramatise each word with body movements and facial expressions. What do our hands do when we are ……………? What do our faces do when we are ……………?
· Revisit the story with the children by reading together KWL ch 18, ‘Out of Darkness’. Draw attention to the illustration of the people in history who waited for the coming of Jesus. Discuss the illustration of the wolf sleeping with the lamb. Copy out and display or give to the children Isaiah 11:6-7. Explain that the illustration is inspired by this passage. Examine some of the other images in this text. Ask children what sort of world is being described? Invite the children to reflect on what this might mean and what examples from today can we see of enemies becoming friends. 

· Use the hymn, ‘The Story We Share’ by Peter Kearney or ‘God of Abraham’ by Bernadette Farrell to introduce the Jesse Tree. The lyrics speak about the story of our faith, the rich tradition that we share with those who have gone before us and those who will come after us.
· Explain to the students that when we make a Jesse Tree, we remember the family of Jesse and all the people through history who helped prepare the world for the coming of Jesus. When we put these people on the Jesse Tree we are helped to remember the role they played in preparing the world for Jesus. Read through Isaiah 11:1-2, 6-9 to give the students a context for the name of the Jesse Tree.
· Ask the children to recall biblical people they have learned about any time from K-2. These people will include Abraham & Sarah, Noah, Joseph, Moses, David, John the Baptist, Anna and Simeon, Joseph & Mary. Using story materials, Big Books and KWL provide opportunities for children to re-tell the stories about these people. You may include some re-telling of stories yourself. Some Big Books and materials from Kindergarten may need to be borrowed for these activities.  
· Make a class Jesse Tree with children’s drawings of the people they have recalled. A class timeline could also be created displaying those people from early times who waited for the coming of the Messiah.
· Identify Isaiah as a prophet who helped prepare the people for the coming of the Messiah. Give out a copy of Isaiah 9:6-7 and read through the passage from Scripture. Discuss the words in this passage and how they might relate to Jesus. “A child is born to us! A son is given to us! And he will be our ruler. He will be called, ‘Wonderful Counsellor’, ‘Mighty God’, ‘Eternal Father’, ‘Prince Of Peace’. His royal power will continue to grow; his kingdom will always be at peace. He will rule as King David’s successor, basing his power on right and justice, from now until the end of time. The Lord Almighty is determined to do all this.”
· Students complete a cloze passage based on Isaiah 9:6-7. See ‘Resource Sheet 2’.
· Watch video ‘Advent Roads’ which is a cartoon that travels through the four weeks of Advent searching for Jesus. It incorporates the Jesse Tree.

· Tell the story of Elizabeth & Zechariah (Luke 1:5-25) using an appropriate translation for this age group or tell in your own words. Discuss the main parts of the story. Identify how Zechariah showed trust in God. Sing ‘Elizabeth & Zechariah’ from Stories, Songs & Seasons by Chris Robinson. Add these two people to the Jesse Tree.
· Read the book ’Here Comes Christmas’ by Jenny Gubb. 
· Help the students to become familiar with some Advent practices and symbols by experiencing them. Use an Advent Wreath during class prayer. Discuss the use of the four candles and the themes associated with the four weeks of Advent:  (1) watchfulness and waiting; (2) preparation; (3) rejoicing and bringing joy to others; (4) living in hope. Drape the prayer space with the appropriate liturgical colour of purple/deep indigo. Some examples of Advent prayer rituals can be found in Welcome! Celebrations for Young Children for the Church’s Year by Jenny Pate. 
· Use the resource ‘Jesse Tree – Advent Song and Liturgies for Children’ to prepare appropriate prayer and rituals during the unit. 

· Sing suitable Advent hymns such as: ‘We Will Make A Place Ready’ by Damien Halloran & Maria Millward, ‘Watch Out! Wake Up!’ by Michael Mangan or ‘The Advent Song’ by Chris Robinson or another suitable hymn. As One Voice, Volumes 1 & 2, As One Voice For Kids, Peter Kearney, Monica Brown, John Burland collections all have appropriate selections related to the liturgical seasons.
· Use prayer from KWL ch 18, p177 for class prayer. Actions could be devised to accompany the words. Use the class Easter candle during the prayer to highlight that we are preparing for the light of Jesus.
Unit Content B:   A New Light
Christmas is a time when we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, the light of the world.
Students will:

· listen and respond to the Christmas and Epiphany story
· explore the meaning of giving gifts at Christmas time  

Background Information

This Unit Content explores the Christmas story as the culmination of many years of waiting and preparing for the coming of the Messiah. In the unit the students are invited to reflect on their own experiences of waiting for Christmas and relate this to the biblical accounts of waiting and preparation of the people and prophets outlined on the Jesse Tree and from Scripture. 

This Unit Content focuses specifically on the story in Matthew’s gospel of the three wise men who followed the star and journeyed to visit Jesus. It relates to the previous Unit Content ‘Out of Darkness’ in that it presents Jesus as the promised light.

For young children the focus at this time of the Church Year should be on meeting the Christ child through the birth narratives. We engage the children in the story of the Magi/Wise Men so they may encounter the love of God come to birth in Jesus, the light of the world. This story is a celebration of the Incarnation. 

Suggested teaching/learning strategies

The following suggested activities are organised around the key elements of Telling the Story, Wondering, Exploring and Prayer. Teachers select, adapt or substitute activities, ensuring that each of the abovementioned elements is evident in the cycle of learning.
· Invite the children to reflect on the words, ‘We celebrate the birth of Jesus at Christmas’. Brainstorm what this means to children. List all ideas.
· Re-visit the story of the first Christmas using an appropriate resource - video, picture book, children’s Bible. Recall the Jesse tree people from the previous Unit Content and explain that their waiting was over when Jesus was born.’
· Tell the story ‘A New Light’ from KWL ch 19 based on Matthew 2:1-12. Use 3D figures to tell the story. See ‘Resource Sheet 3’ for script and resources needed.
· Use the ‘I wonder’ statements from KWL p184 to further engage the students with the story. 
· Students have the opportunity to retell the story using the 3D materials.

· Learn hymn ‘The Dream’ by Chris Robinson. Devise movements that express the feelings of the three wise men, Herod and the Holy Family to accompany the instrumental sections of the hymn.

· Students to collect pictures related to Christmas and classify them according to the headings: ‘Waiting for Christmas’, eg wrapping presents, shopping, cleaning, preparing, and ‘Christmas is Here’, eg Christmas lunch, Mass, exchange of gifts, nativity scene. Using the pictures, students create a class collage/mural of ‘Waiting for Christmas’ and ‘Christmas is Here’.

· Revisit the story ‘A New Light’ in KWL student book ch 19. Talk about illustrations.

· Read the Christmas story, ‘The Crippled Lamb’ by Max Lucado.
· Watch video ‘Christmas Crossroads’ which is a follow up video from the previous Unit Content. The video tells the story of the birth of Jesus and includes the visit of the Magi.

· Sing hymn ‘And Did You See Him, Little Star?’ by Colin Gibson and Helen Clyde or ‘Follow the Christmas Star’ by Michael Mangan.

· Invite the students to be like the Magi, giving gifts. Encourage students to bring in gifts for the St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal. These could be presented at a special school assembly. Students could also be encouraged to give a ‘gift’ to a classmate without seeking acknowledgement. Some class brainstorming on what gifts they could bring would assist the students here, ie a compliment, picking up something that is dropped etc.
· Use the prayer suggestion from KWL p185, and an appropriate Christmas hymn, traditional or ‘As One Voice for Kids’, Michael Mangan, Peter Kearney, etc. Develop a prayer ritual to celebrate the birth of Jesus and the visit of the Magi. As part of the ritual, invite the students to write down something special that they would like to give to Jesus. They could write their gift on a gift tag and place this inside a special gift box in the prayer space.
· Children take KWL books home to share Christmas story with their families. Invite parents to do Home Activity (p184) with their children.

Resource Sheet 1

Out of the darkness

(adapted from KWL Chapter 18)
You will need :

· to darken the room

· class Easter candle

· bedside lamp, night light or torch
· 3D figures of people from the Bible who waited for the Messiah (eg Abraham, Sarah, David, Isaac, Isaiah, John the Baptist), infant Jesus, Mary and Joseph
Children are seated in a semi-circle ready to listen to the story. When the children are settled, go to the shelf and carry the materials as you would the Bible. Place these beside you. Begin by saying…

Have you ever woken up in a dark room? Sometimes during the night when you wake up from your sleep, you turn on the light to see where you are.
Turn on bedside lamp or night light and continue…

Perhaps when you were really little, you slept with a light beside your bed. Someone left the light there to help you feel safe.

If you needed to get out of bed, that little light would show you the way.

Turn off the light and continue…

Long before Jesus was born, the people of Israel waited and hoped for a great leader to become their King. They waited and hoped for many years.

Place Easter Candle in the middle of the story circle. Place some of the figures in a circle around the unlit Easter Candle.

This leader would be like a wonderful light in the darkness. God would anoint him to lead Israel. Under his leadership there would be justice and peace.

People lived and died – many generations passed, but this leader did not appear.

Place other figures in the circle around the unlit Easter Candle.

However, Israel continued to wait. The great leader would lead them out of darkness into the light of a new world.

Finally this great leader did come as a little baby in Bethlehem.

Pick up infant Jesus and hold him for all the class to see and say…

Do you know who this great leader is? Allow for children to respond.  Jesus is this great leader.

Place Jesus, Mary and Joseph standing at the Easter Candle and light the candle as you say…

Jesus is our light. He shows us how to follow God. When we live as God shows us there will be a new world. There will be great peace everywhere and all creation will live in harmony.

Engage with ‘I wonder’, KWL p176.
Carefully pack story materials into storage box and put on shelf. Ensure that children are watching so they know how to pack the materials away and where to find them.


Resource Sheet 2

“A _____ is born to us!


A son is ______ to us! 

And he will be our ruler. 

He will be called, _______________________, 
‘Mighty God’, ‘Eternal Father’,______________. 

His royal power will continue to ________; 

his kingdom will always be at peace. 

He will rule as ______________successor, basing his power on right and justice, from now until the end of ______. The Lord Almighty is _______________to do all this.”
Isaiah 9:6-7
Use the words in the word bank to complete the cloze passage



Resource Sheet 3
A new Light

(adapted from kwl Chapter 19)
YOU WILL NEED:

· baby doll

· 3D figures: star, Mary, Joseph, stable, 3 wise men, King Herod, baby Jesus {Nativity set}
Children are seated in a semi-circle ready to listen to the story. When the children are settled, go to the shelf and carry the materials as you would the Bible. Place these beside you.

Cradle the baby doll in your arms and begin by saying…

The birth of a baby is a wonderful event for the family. Family and friends are very excited and everyone wants to see the new baby.

Ask the children if they can remember the birth of a baby in their own family. How did they feel? How did people behave? Allow the children to share their experiences, then continue…
Place doll at your side.
The birth of Jesus was also a wonderful time for Mary and Joseph.

Pick up the figures of the infant Jesus, Mary and Joseph and place them in a nativity scene in a stable.

Not long after Jesus was born in Bethlehem, three wise men set out on a journey to look for this special child.
Pick up and place the three wise men away from the nativity scene as if beginning a journey.

The wise men, or Magi, were from the east. They followed a bright star looking for the great leader God had promised.

Hold the star above the nativity scene and turn the three wise men to look toward the star.

On their way they visited King Herod. 
Move the three wise men on their journey and have them stop at King Herod. Continue saying…

“We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him,” they said to King Herod. King Herod was not happy.

Turn King Herod appropriately as you say… 
The King said to them, “When you find this great leader let me know where he is so I too can go and worship him.”
Move the three wise men to continue their journey toward the nativity scene. Hold the star over the scene again.

The wise men continued to follow the star. It led them to Bethlehem. 
Place the three wise men in front of the infant Jesus, Mary and Joseph and continue…

In Bethlehem they found Mary and Joseph with the little baby Jesus. The wise men were overjoyed. 
Move the three wise men one by one in front of Jesus as you say. 
They bowed down and worshipped Jesus. Opening their treasures they presented Jesus with gifts of gold, frankincense (a precious incense) and myrrh (rare oil). 
Hold up and show the three presents.
In a dream God warned the wise men not to tell King Herod where Jesus was. Herod was jealous of Jesus and wanted to hurt him.
Move the three wise men to journey back home deliberately avoiding the way to King Herod and say...

The wise men returned to their own countries by another route.
Engage with ‘I wonder’, KWL p184.
Carefully pack story materials into storage box and put on shelf. Ensure that children are watching so they know how to pack the materials away and where to find them.
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