1.3    The Easter Season
This unit develops the students’ familiarity with the Easter story. It also introduces the stories of the Ascension and Pentecost. Through these stories, children continue to engage with the mystery of God’s abiding presence.
Outcomes

Students will be able to:
S1.3
demonstrate basic knowledge and understanding of Jesus and his teachings

S1.5.1
recognise that God is present in their lives, the lives of other people, the Church and the whole of creation

S1.7.1
identify the key times of the liturgical year

	Scripture
	Doctrine

	Students are introduced to doctrine through Scripture and the living Tradition of the Church.



	Luke 24:1-12 
Women at the Tomb
Luke 24:13-35
The Road to Emmaus
	· Jesus is risen and is alive
· At Easter we celebrate Jesus rising to new life

	Acts 1:6-11 
The Ascension of Jesus
	· Jesus ascended into heaven

	Acts 2:1-12
The First Pentecost
	· The Holy Spirit of God is with us
· At Pentecost we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit


Spiritual Reflection for Teachers

The Easter season is a time we 

Name our deaths (small and big)

Claim our births or new beginnings

Grieve what we have lost and adjust to the new

Let go of clinging to the old and let it ascend and give us its blessing

Accept the spirit of the life that we are in fact living!

Yes! Its all about our Good Fridays, our Easter Sundays, 
our Forty days, our Ascensions and our Pentecost 
lived in, through and with Christ.
Catechism of the Catholic Church

Excerpts from the Catechism of the Catholic Church are included below as information for teachers. They present the Church’s teachings contained in the unit.

638
"We bring you the good news that what God promised to the fathers, this day he has fulfilled to us their children by raising Jesus." The Resurrection of Jesus is the crowning truth of our faith in Christ, a faith believed and lived as the central truth by the first Christian community; handed on as fundamental by Tradition; established by the documents of the New Testament; and preached as an essential part of the Paschal mystery along with the cross: 


Christ is risen from the dead!
Dying, he conquered death;
To the dead, he has given life.

667 
Jesus Christ, having entered the sanctuary of heaven once and for all, intercedes constantly for us as the mediator who assures us of the permanent outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
788 
When his visible presence was taken from them, Jesus did not leave his disciples orphans. He promised to remain with them until the end of time; he sent them his Spirit. As a result communion with Jesus has become, in a way, more intense: "By communicating his Spirit, Christ mystically constitutes as his body those brothers of his who are called together from every nation."
Scripture:  Background Information

Luke 24:1-12 

Women at the Tomb

It would seem that the women expected to find Jesus’ dead body in the tomb. Why else would they go with spices? But when they arrive at the tomb they are confused – just as we are sometimes “not knowing what to think” (24:4). They are also “terrified” (24:5), but the message they receive is comforting, “why look among the dead for someone who is alive?” (24:5). Such a question gives us confidence in our own continued life after death. It is a deeply challenging question. The women later take on the important role given to them here at the tomb, as the first proclaimers and teachers of the Easter faith. Sadly they were not believed, in fact the men thought the story was fiction and “pure nonsense” (24:11). Peter does, at least, visit the empty tomb and returns “amazed” and still uncertain. Three of the women are named. There are also unnamed women who backed up their story. It would appear quite a crowd of women (see also Luke 8:3). Mary Magdalene is one of the women identified. It is important to note that nowhere in the Gospels does it state she is or was a prostitute. 

Luke 24:13-35 
The Journey to Emmaus

An exquisite story that is full of Lucan ideas – journey, the richness of the word, faith, recognition and meals. This story is only in Luke’s gospel. We are not sure of the location of the village of Emmaus. Two followers of Jesus are travelling there on foot – a distance of about fifteen kilometres from Jerusalem. One of them is identified as Cleopas the other remains anonymous. It is strange that they do not recognise the risen Jesus who joins them on the journey. Or is it so strange? Do we always feel that Jesus is with us? Their experience might be much the same as ours. Jesus explains the Scriptures to them from the Pentateuch and the prophets. No small feat. Their sense of hospitality causes them to insist that the stranger stay with them for a meal. And it was in the breaking of the bread that they recognised Jesus. Once they did, he was no longer there with them. Their faith enabled them to perceive Jesus in the Eucharistic ritual. They immediately returned to Jerusalem, even though it was late. Jesus is also with us on our journey with others in our everyday lives – even in the meals we share.

Acts 1:6-11 

The Ascension of Jesus

The Acts of the Apostles, as the title suggests, is written as a history of the embryonic Church itself. ‘Acts’ is not only an account of the twelve apostles spreading the gospel; it also includes other leaders in the early church such as Stephen, Paul, Barnabas and James, to name a few.

Luke is the only New Testament writer to record the Ascension of Jesus. The Gospel of Luke has a slightly different and simpler version of the Ascension at the end of the gospel – (Luke 24:50-53) and it is worth comparing the two versions. In this story of the Ascension the apostles are still asking questions about power. Even after the Resurrection they still have not understood the meaning of Jesus’ message. This is comforting for us. They even look somewhat foolish staring up into the sky (1:10) and needing to be told to get on with their lives. 
In the Gospel of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles, Luke shows the Good News moving to Jerusalem and then to Rome – representing the centre of the known world. The Ascension marks a new era in this journey. The historical Jesus is no longer with us. Yet Jesus is with us always, until the end of time. Luke also shows concern for the present time. The reader is encouraged to improve by living the Good News of love and compassion.

Jesus’ Ascension to heaven fills us with hope about our own resurrection and passage to heaven. As the Preface for the Mass of the Ascension says, “Where he has gone, we hope to follow.”
Acts of the Apostles 2:1-12 
The First Pentecost  

The feast of Pentecost is a Jewish festival called Shavuot or the Feast of Weeks as it is about 50 days after Passover. It was probably originally a feast to celebrate summer and an early summer harvest (in the northern hemisphere). 

The Acts of the Apostles was written some fifty years after the events it describes here.  So the author is relying on what has been passed down as he was not an eye witness. Thus the writer grapples with words to describe what happened. “They heard what sounded like a powerful wind from heaven” 2:2.  “and something appeared to them that seemed like tongues of fire” 2:3.  The author suggests that it was not exactly a wind nor flames of fire. Thus we must be careful that students do not think of the Holy Spirit as a powerful wind or tongues of fire. These, of course, are symbols or metaphors for a reality and mystery we cannot fully describe.  Furthermore the Greek word pneuma that is used here for Spirit also means wind and breath as does the Hebrew ruach which is used in Genesis 1 – “And God’s spirit hovered over the waters” (Gen 2:1). Such language gives us an insight into an aspect of the identity and activity of the Holy spirit - a creative life force within – the breath of life.

Another noteworthy feature of this event is the emphasis on speaking and hearing.  Not only were the apostles gifted with languages but also those who listened were gifted to hear them speak in their own tongue. An important possibility of the coming of the Spirit then seems to be excellent communication where speaking and listening are accurate and in harmony - in this first Pentecost experience. The courage to speak and listen “clearly” would seem to part of the gift of Pentecost.

Suggested Assessment

Suggestions for determining students’ development towards the achievement of the outcomes are included below:
S1.3
demonstrate basic knowledge and understanding of Jesus and his teachings

The students typically might: 

· recount/retell events in Jesus’ life – his Resurrection, Ascension, promise to send the Holy Spirit

· communicate that Jesus is alive, Jesus is with us
S1.5.1
recognise that God is present in their lives, the lives of other people, the Church and the whole of creation

The students typically might: 

· describe ways we might notice God is with us 

· describe events, individuals, community, places that might make us aware of the presence of God

· talk about the presence of God in an event, a place or in people
· suggest ways the Holy Spirit helps us
S1.7.1
identify the key times of the liturgical year

The students typically might: 

· identify Easter as a liturgical season: colour white, celebrates Jesus’ Resurrection

· identify Pentecost as a liturgical feast: colour red, celebrating the presence of the Holy Spirit
Resources
To Know Worship and Love – Book 1, Chapters 7, 8 and 9 (2005), James Goold House Publications, Melbourne, Victoria 

To Know Worship and Love – Big Book, Holy Week and Easter, ‘Alleluia! Jesus is Alive’
To Know Worship and Love – Big Book, Ascension and Pentecost, ‘Jesus Returns to His Father’, ‘The Spirit Comes’
Teacher Resources

CEO Bathurst, (2002) Breathing Life into the RE Classroom: Creative Teaching Strategies for Religious Educators, Diocese of Bathurst NSW
Macdonald Anthony Sr, (2004), To God on a Magic Carpet: Meditating with Children, Spectrum Publications, Victoria, Australia

Sydney Catholic Education Office, (2003), Creative Arts K-6: Inspiring Images, DVD, Catholic Education Office, Leichhardt, NSW
Children’s Literature

Dumbleton M, (2001), Passing On, Random House: Australia

Wild M, (1999), Jenny’s Angel, Viking Books: Australia
Music
Secret Garden, ‘Once in a Red Moon’
NOTE:  See RE Online for additional resources for this unit.

Unit Content A:   Alleluia!  Jesus is Alive
After the Resurrection Jesus appeared to his disciples. 
Students will:

· become familiar with the Resurrection story, including the journey to Emmaus 
· identify Easter as a liturgical season

· explore the concept that ‘Jesus is with us’
Background Information

The key event in the life of Jesus is the Resurrection. It is the climax of the Gospel. After the Resurrection the disciples were never the same. Their memory and understanding of the life and teachings of Jesus were all viewed through his Resurrection. The Paschal Mystery refers to the Passion, Resurrection and Ascension of Jesus.  Jesus lived, died and rose from the dead and then ascended into heaven.

In Kindergarten the children looked at Luke 24:1-6. In Year 1 a greater section of the Resurrection account is included. The women go back from the empty tomb and tell the disciples. In this account there is a lot of movement. The Gospel gives the impression that it was an eventful day, full of excitement, wonder and confusion. It is also the beginning of a number of appearances by Jesus. Luke’s account flows from the story at the tomb to the Emmaus journey. 
The disciples were unsure and yet slowly come to the realisation that Jesus was in fact alive. The children will come to know that Jesus rose from the dead. He is alive. However they, as with each of us, will hopefully spend the rest of their lives wondering about the Resurrection. The Resurrection is a mystery about God’s goodness and greatness.
The disciples come to realise that Jesus was alive and with them. The story of Emmaus shows how two disciples reflected and pondered on all they knew of Jesus. They were helped to reflect and ponder on the events in light of the Old Testament. Jesus was with them and they were slow to recognise him. Similarly Jesus is with us, and we are often slow to recognise Jesus in our lives. Religious Education ideally should help children ponder and reflect on the Word in the same way the two disciples did. We ponder and wonder about the story of God with the children.
We share in the Resurrection of Jesus. Jesus, the Holy Spirit, God the Trinity, is with us, alive and active. Where is God in my life? As with all great questions, this can be pondered throughout life.
In this section, apart from these two Resurrection accounts, help the children talk about and explore the Season of Easter. The teaching needs to be a little more explicit than in Kindergarten. Easter is a season in the Church’s liturgical year. White is the colour of this season.
Suggested teaching/learning strategies

The following suggested activities are organised around the key elements of Telling the Story, Wondering, Exploring and Prayer. Teachers select, adapt or substitute activities, ensuring that each of the abovementioned elements is evident in the cycle of learning.
NOTE: In putting Luke 24:1-35 into storytelling format, you might like to tell the story as one complete account or deal with each section: ‘Women at the Tomb’ (Luke 24:1-12) and ‘Emmaus’ (Luke 24:13-35). KWL combines the two stories into one, Chapter 7.
Part 1
· Tell the story of the Resurrection (Luke 24:1-12) using KWL pp52-54 and KWL Big Book, Holy Week and Easter, ‘Alleluia! Jesus is Alive’. 
· Wonder with the children: I wonder… (also see KWL p58)

· how the women felt when they saw that the stone was gone
· why the disciples didn’t believe the women

· why Peter went to the tomb

· how you would respond if you were one of the disciples

· Change the prayer space with the children. Explain why the symbols and cloth are changed, and why some things are not changed, eg bible, candle, and crucifix.  Light the candle and together say the prayer in KWL p59. Sing an appropriate Easter hymn.

· Class Construction: As a class, write a short paragraph as a class about the Season of Easter. Students suggest sentences for inclusion. This paragraph might include Easter being the great celebration of Jesus’ Resurrection, the longest season in the Church year, the colour white is used… 
· Children respond to the story through painting.
· The children can use watercolours as modelled in Inspiring Images, Part Three - Watercolours ‘Brush Exercise’ or ‘Animal Silhouette’, pp18-21, to portray the mood and atmosphere in an Easter event. The silhouettes could portray human figures in moments of wonder, joy, hope and excitement associated with Easter and the Resurrection. An illustrated story, such as ‘Petook’ by Caryll Houselander, illustrated by Tomie de Paola can be used as a stimulus.

· Alternatively, or in addition, children can paint an Easter scene based on the approach demonstrated in Inspiring Images’ Part Four - Oil Pastels ‘Interpreting Poetry’. Using images and other details from the Easter event of choice, the children can use the sequence of steps in creating the oil pastel artwork to portray the event. Utilise the structure of setting the scene through creating the time of day, weather and landscape location, the features of the event such as buildings, fences, and other landmarks, then the details of people and objects. This will invite deeper reflection and sensitivity to the story.
Part 2
· Tell the story of the two disciples’ journey to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35) using:

(a) KWL pp55-57 and 3D material - 2 figures for disciples, 1 Jesus figure, a felt road, or 
(b) the KWL Big Book, Holy Week and Easter – ‘Alleluia! Jesus is Alive’.
· Wonder with the children:  ‘I wonder if you have ever felt like the disciples.’
· Lead the children in a meditation on ‘Jesus is with us’. For example, go through a relaxation exercise and then ask children to imagine they are in a space (their room, park, garden) with Jesus. You might use ‘Visualisation 2’ in To God on a Magic Carpet. 

· Discuss the notion that Jesus is with us. ‘I wonder where you go to spend time with Jesus, I wonder how Jesus is with you.’ Responses may be related to people, places and experiences, eg friend, he helps me, in the Church… Children illustrate Jesus with them in a painting. Share paintings.

· Wonder with the children using KWL p58: ‘I wonder how you recognise Jesus with you.’
As a response to the wondering, write or draw one way Jesus might be with you.

· Prayer of Thanksgiving: 
Proclaim Luke 24:32. Children prayerfully share their writing or drawing from previous activity. Children share how Jesus is with them and give thanks, eg ‘Jesus is with me when I play with my brother. Thank you, Jesus.’ 
Use the prayer in KWL p59. 
Sing an appropriate Easter song. 
Unit Content B:  The Ascension
The Ascension: Jesus is with us always.
Students will:

· listen and respond to the story of the Ascension 
· learn about Jesus’ promise to send us His Spirit
Background Information

This account of the Ascension is at the beginning of the Acts of the Apostles. One of the most important aspects of the account is that Jesus refers to the coming of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit will empower the followers of Jesus. Later in the account Jesus ascends into heaven. It is the ‘end’ of the story of Jesus’ life on earth. It is now time for the disciples to give witness. It is now the time of the Church. However, Jesus is not really gone; he said he would be with us always. What follows in this book of the Bible is the account of the disciples building the early Church. The disciples are not given power for power’s sake. They are empowered to give witness to the life, death and Resurrection of Jesus and his teachings. They are empowered by the Holy Spirit to reflect the presence of Jesus and his message in the world. We too are empowered by the Holy Spirit to give witness to the Good News which is Jesus.

This is the first time in the curriculum that children are introduced to the account of the Ascension. Hence, the primary focus is the story: Jesus ascended into heaven. It is important to read the actual Scripture passage and become familiar with the account in Acts of the Apostles. The story in KWL Chapter 8 is a blend of the Ascension and Matthew 28:16-20. It is important for the teacher to know which parts are from each Scripture reference. The focus in this unit content is on the Ascension where Jesus says:

· He will always be with them – Presence 
· The Holy Spirit will come
· The Holy Spirit will give the disciples the strength and courage to give witness
Highlight these aspects with the children. 

Witness is an important theme in this story. How do you as teacher, give witness to your faith and Christian beliefs? How do we show love, forgiveness, compassion? 

Suggested teaching/learning strategies

The following suggested activities are organised around the key elements of Telling the Story, Wondering, Exploring and Prayer. Teachers select, adapt or substitute activities, ensuring that each of the abovementioned elements is evident in the cycle of learning.
· Tell the story of the Ascension using the KWL Big Book, Ascension and Pentecost, ‘Jesus Returns to His Father’.

· Wonder with the children using KWL p64. Focus on ‘I wonder …’

· how Jesus is going to be with them always

· how Jesus is with us

· what are the gifts of the Holy Spirit
· Using examples of artist’s impressions of the Ascension, discuss with the children how things represented in artworks might not look the same as they exist in the world. Explain the techniques used to represent events and ideas, in order to bring to life what is in the story, eg distortion, exaggeration, change or emphasis of colour, use of light effects. Use this discussion to highlight important aspects of the story. 
· Use the Prayer in KWL Year 1, p65, at various times. The prayer can be used alone or as an antiphon with spontaneous prayer.
· Children choose one or more of the following activities to explore the story.
· Create illustrations depicting the Ascension of Jesus and Jesus in heaven with God, the Father. Some children might be able to include the Holy Spirit. Children could use these to retell the story.
· Children write a brief account of the Ascension. This may take the form of a recount, an interview… etc. You might suggest the text type studied in English.
· Paint or write a response to how Jesus is with you.
· Use ‘Visualisation 2’ in To God on a Magic Carpet as a meditation on the presence of Jesus/the Holy Spirit. See above activity in ‘Unit Content A’.
Unit Content C:  The Holy Spirit comes

At the first Pentecost the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is with us.
Students will:

· become familiar with the story of Pentecost 
· explore symbols of the Holy Spirit: wind, fire, dove
· learn about ways we can be aware of the presence of the Holy Spirit

Background Information

This is the first time in the RE curriculum the children learn about the event of Pentecost. At this stage, the focus is familiarity with the story of Pentecost. In exploring the story, help the students notice the moods, actions and images presented.
Pentecost can be seen, in one sense, as the birth of the Church. The disciples received the Holy Spirit, as Jesus had promised, and they began to proclaim the Good News. The disciples were filled with courage and strength to begin their work. Others were also filled with the Holy Spirit and were inspired by what the disciples told them. Proclaiming the Good News, through word and action, and receiving the Good News are actions of the Holy Spirit.
In the same way, the Holy Spirit empowers the Church today to give witness to Jesus who is the Good News and empowers others to see God in the witness of Christians. This witness includes not only preaching through words and actions but also living the Good News. This involves speaking and listening to the truth. The Holy Spirit is with each person and is active in the life of each person as well as the Church community.
The story uses symbols for the Holy Spirit that are from the Judaic tradition. Wind and fire are Old Testament metaphors for the presence of God. The symbols demonstrate something of the excitement and greatness of the event of Pentecost. The story uses the metaphors to paint a beautiful picture of the mystery of Pentecost, where God meets people. Allow time for the children to become familiar with the images of wind and fire. The Christian tradition also uses other symbols for the Holy Spirit; one of these is the dove.
The Presence of God is a difficult concept for children because it is abstract for them. How do we know God is with us? Here it is worth exploring people, events and places that might remind us of God. This reminder may come in the form of qualities: kindness, gentleness, joy … Here the fruits of the Holy Spirit might be helpful. Be aware that children are not necessarily learning about fruits of the Holy Spirit but rather the presence of God.
Fruits of the Holy Spirit:
love 
joy 
peace 

patience 
kindness
goodness

gentleness 
self-control 
trustfulness / faithfulness

(Galatians 5:22)
Suggested teaching/learning strategies

The following suggested activities are organised around the key elements of Telling the Story, Wondering, Exploring and Prayer. Teachers select, adapt or substitute activities, ensuring that each of the abovementioned elements is evident in the cycle of learning.
· Tell the story of Pentecost using Big Book, Ascension and Pentecost, ‘The Spirit Comes’.
Another option is to find different artwork depicting scenes of Pentecost.
· Wonder with the children using ‘I wonder’, KWL Year 1, p72:
- how they knew the Holy Spirit had come

- what they did after the Holy Spirit came

· Give children opportunities to interact in a small group with the illustrations used – retelling the story to each other.
· Explain that the Church remembers this story on Pentecost Sunday. Change the colour of the cloth on the prayer space. Leave the red cloth there for a few days around Pentecost, while you are teaching Unit Content C. 

· Children can create a symbolic artwork to depict the coming of the Holy Spirit. Create a reflective and contemplative environment with music and symbol such as the focus provided in ‘Inspiring Images’, Part 4, Oil Pastels – ‘Symbolic Poster’ pp22-23. Explore shape, form, line, colour families, patterns and tone in expressing the movement and feeling identified in the story. Use traditional and international symbols for peace and the Holy Spirit, logos, emblems and images of fire as a stimulus. In particular, use the International Peace Posters of Pablo Picasso to highlight the simplicity of drawing the Dove of peace – the White Dove of the Holy Spirit. 

Put children’s artwork around the prayer space.
· The Holy Spirit is like…

· Discuss with children: What is wind like? What is fire like? What is a dove like? You might use the 1:2:4 Group process, also know as the Field Process or Think, Pair, 4, Share process. See Breathing Life into the RE Classroom: Creative Teaching Strategies for Religious Educators.  Record the class response.
· Wonder with the children:
- how the Holy Spirit is like the wind

- how the Holy Spirit is like fire

- how the Holy Spirit is like a dove

· Read KWL ch 9 or the Big Book. Briefly discuss the qualities listed on p70. Children draw symbols of doves and fire. Children then choose one quality and write the word on their symbol. Place these around the classroom. They could become class mobiles.
· Identify, list and sequence the feelings of fear, loss, insecurity, confusion, awe, wonder, confidence and transformation linked with the story of the coming of the Holy Spirit. The children express these sequenced feelings in movement or tableaux to respond to the story of Pentecost. Use mood music such as ‘Once in a Red Moon’ by Secret Garden to stimulate the expression.
· Prayer service: Use the prayer in KWL p73 as a response. Children pray spontaneous petitions to God for themselves, others, the world. The teacher may need to provide a model, eg

We pray for our class, may we always be kind and helpful to each other. 
Response:   End with an appropriate song.

· Provide children with experiences to explore the presence of the Holy Spirit in creation. This could be a song, a reflection on creation using images, a walk in the garden or park… 

· Periodically read stories from children’s literature that include the theme of presence suggested here and stories of children maintaining a connection when people have moved away or died, eg ‘Jenny’s  Angel’ by Margaret Wild, ‘Passing On’ by M Dumbleton.
· Wonder with the children (KWL p72):
- how the Holy Spirit comes to us

- how the Holy Spirit helps us
· Children design ‘Thank You’ cards to express their thanks for the gift of God’s Holy Spirit.

· Design a ‘Pentecost Mural’ to depict the presence of the Holy Spirit:
· Children brainstorm the people, places and events that remind them of the presence of God. For example: 
· people in our community that remind children of the presence of the Holy Spirit, or  who demonstrate the qualities of joy, peace, kindness, love, gentleness … . Include children, Church people, parents and friends (KWL Yr 1, p70).
· creation scenes, water, the sea, forest, a park, a special place nominated by children.
· Gather photographs, pictures, drawings of these people/places/events and construct a mural using collage.
· Children write qualities depicted by the pictures; and include the words in the mural.
· End this section of the unit with a prayer celebration thanking God the Holy Spirit for being with us, helping us. Use the photos, pictures and drawings, or the mural as prayer focus. Use the prayer in KWL p73 and an appropriate song about the Holy Spirit. Proclaim an appropriate section of the Scriptures, eg the whole account of Pentecost or a section of it.
Alternative – Circle Prayer: children gather in circle with pictures, photos, drawings etc to represent the presence of the Holy Spirit. After Scripture, each child places picture in centre of circle and announces the content of the picture, eg a child places a picture of her grandfather in the circle and says:  “For my grandfather.” Other children respond with “Holy Spirit, we thank you.”
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